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MjLORD, 



JHERE is nothing 
\ that reflefis more 
! Luftre i^n No- 



ing, for which many of your 

Lordihig'sAnceftors were high- 
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DEDICAtlON, 

]y diftinguifhed, and in par- 
ticular, your Lordfliip's Grand- 
father, Arthur Earl oiAngkfey^ 

Lord Privy Seal in the Reign of 
King Charles II. to whofe Wif- 
dom, Prudence and Courage, 
the Nation is indebted, for the 
Reftoration of that Prince and 
the Royal Family, and with 
them, the Return of Learning, 
and theRe'eftablifhment of our 
Religion and Laws. HisAddrels 
and Penetration difconcerted all 
the black, and hellifh Defigns 
that were carrying on between 
the Ulurper and the French 
Courtj^againft the Royal Houfe. 

- of 



DEDICATION, 

of the Stuip^is, which was a 
happy Eattiell of the Eminent 
Services he afterv^ards perform- 
ed in the Parliament that de- 
clared for. the Reftoration, be- 
ing Ghairinan of the Commit- 
tee that paved the Way for 
that furprizing Event : Nor is 
it poilible for me to give a 
more fincere Teftimony of my 
profound Efteem for yourLord- 
(hip, than to wifh, you may 
imitate the Virtues of your 11- 
luftrious Anceftor, to whom 
the Three Kingdoms are, in a 
great Meafure, obliged for the 
Bleffings they enjoy, and your 



fliip« good Ses^ ipri^tljr 
QauiK and A/fidutty in the 
Bufinds of your Countiy, i^ 
wdl in Grec^-Britam as Ire-^ 
landy give us room to kope 
your Lordfliip= will be an Or- 
nament to both, and the wor- 
thy Reprcfcntative of fiiGh a. 
Nobleman. 

MjrLORD, 

•• • ' . 

Tour Lordjhifs moji Obediait 
^umble Servant y 
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The Author's PREFACE. 

IHERE UReAJoRtibeUtw^ 
\ the following Trealife will ba 
\ well received by the Fuhiicky as 

Jge wds ever more, curious 

in Reftarcbei of Antiquity^ or more dili- •■ 
gent in making pompous CoUeSisns, than 
the prefent j and as this is, perhaps^ the 
Jirfi Effay upon the Su^e^, in our Language,- 

Atnongji other Advantages that wHl re- 
fait from this fFork, it will he highly ujeftd 
to Jiich 'Noblemen and Gentlemen as vtJH 
foreign Countries, by inJlruUing tbfm in 
the Manner of perujing .whatever is curi- 
ous in the Vatican, and other famous U~ 
Iraries. 

Here, lihewife, the Authority of the 
me/i celebrated tf^orles of the Ancients, is 
■irtveftigatedf through the various Stages and 
ViciffitudeSy to which they were no lefsfub~ 
jeSiedthan the Authors, being fometimes cbe- 
rifbedithenperfecuted,afterwaris refiored, 
or, if we may ufe the Expreffion, raifed 
from their Graves, where they remained in 
Ohfcurity above a Tboufmd Tears : So thai 
it may be ajjirmedy m S^ecm of Hijlmr^ 

JttT- 



PREFACE. 

furmjhes us witbfach a Variety of inftruc^ 
live and delightful Incidents^ as that of 
Books^ an4 Libraries, which fome of the re- 
nowned Princes and Sages of Antiquity va- 
lued at a higher Rate than any of their 
other Pojfeffions. 

This IVork has been colleSledfrom vari- 
ous Authors J and brougBt down to our 
Times ; andfhould it meet with the Appro- 
bation of the Publicky the Author will pro- 
ceed with the Libraries of thefe Kingdoms^ 
wbichy for Number, Splendor and Mag^ 
nificence, are not inferior ^o thofe of old 
Greece or Rome, even in the Meridian 
of their Glory, 

' . Private Libraries change Mafters fo of- 
ten, that it has been thought fu^cient to 
name thefirft CoUe5fors\ and it is furpri^ 
fing, thai Men of Letters and FortU7te 
would expend exorbitant Sums in making 
Collections, and abandon them, upon their 
Death, to the Mercy of AuSioneers or 
Brokers. 

And in order to render this Treatife 
fnore^compleat, and ufeful, the Author has 
given nectary InftruSlions, as well for the 
Choice cf Books, as for ranging them in the 

moft advantageous Order. 

ATA- 
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CHAP. I. 
Of the Hebrew LiBRARifis. 

fT has been the Opinion 
1 of fome Authors, that 
the Hebrews had no Li. 
braries, and that tivc^ 
were lefaaHiduoas in cuVtWatm^l^tt.- 
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«ers, than the Pagan Nations, with 
•whom God had enjoined them to 
iiave no Commerce. 

Others again, are of contrary Sen- 
timents, and would pferfwade us, that 
Arts and Sciences ow'd their Origi- 
fliai to thcHe6fews i and *tis, indeed, 
flighty probable, they were the firft 
Founders of Libraries 5 but 'tis diffi- 
cult to trace, either the Books, or 
the Authors s all we can conjedure 
is, that a^ Adam was blcffed with 
the tnoft extenfive Knowledge, it is 
reafonable to imagine, he was not a 
little diligent to have it tranfmitted 
CO his Pofterity ; but all Authors a- 
gree^ that he left nothing in Wri- 
ting ; having communicated his 
Knowledge by verbal Inftrudion, 
which was afterwards called Traditi- 
on, and continued, according to 
iibme, from Father to Son, to the 
Time of jibraham^ and in the Opi- 
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Aion of others, to that of Mafes^ 
when Books firfl appeared in the 
World. 

Jofephusy indfeed, tells us, in his- 
AntiquitieSyXhzi SetbjOnc oiAdafif% 
Sons, had learnt from his Father,^ 
that the World would be twice dc-^ 
ftroy'd ; firft by Water, afterwards by 
Eire, and that he had raifed two Pik 
lars, upoaeach of which, he had ent- 
graved the whole Sum of his Knowr 
kdge, ia order to preferve it from 
thofc univerfal Calamities : He aK 
ledges that as the Motive, which in^- 
ducediV/i^ to ered pneof thoie PiU 
lars with Stone,, as beft adapted foc:^ 
refitting the Violence of Water, and 
the other with Brick, as fitteft to beat 
the Rage of Fire. 

All this is, however, very uncer* 
tain^ and the' World will fcarccly be* 
• lieve it from any Author, except one 
who lived at that Time^ 

B z- ^^« 
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But granting it were true, we muft 
then concIude,that Seth was inftruift- 
cd by his Father in the Art of Wri- 
ting, and confequently, that the 
Original of Books is to-be referred 
to that Period of Time : It is true, 
there were cenain Hereticks called 
Sethiani from that Patriarch, who 
boafted they had his Books, and that 
they founded their Dodrine upon 
them. 

We are likewife informed by foittft 
Authors, that Eno€h left all his Pro* 
phecies in Writing, and fome vcn-^ 
ture even to affirm, that the Book of 
that Patriarch contained four thoufand 
Lines j but I don't pretend to deter- 
mine the Controverfy: However, 
there is more room to challenge the 
Veracity of- this Relation, than to 
fupport it. TertuUiany indeed, in 
his Trcatife 2)^ habitu tnuHerum^' 
places that Bools. of Enoch «iikvoyv%^ 
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the Canonical, and it is mention'<l 
in the Epiftlc of St. Jmie-y but 
St. Jerome and St. Auguftin look 
upon it as Apocrypha. I iiii well 
apprized that William Tojlellus va- 
lued himfelf, not a little, upon com- 
piling his Work T^eOriginibus ^ixovck 
that Book, and there, he tells us, he 
difcover'd all the Myfteries of the 
Religion of the Oriental Nations 
from the Writings of Emoch and 
Noah. 

But I muft take the Liberty to fey, 
^ojiellus was a very whimfical Wri*^ 
ter, and that his Lucubrations are fb 
rcplenifhed with Chimeras^ and Ab* 
Surdities, that a Man muft be infa- 
tuated who would give them any Cre- 
dit 3 and indeed, be feems to pleafe 
himfelf with impofing . upon the 
World, when he aflurcs us, that du- 
ring his Abode at Rome^ an Ethio^ 
//^m P/icA had explained lo \Cvkv> ^^ 

B 3 Oi^^i^ 
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Order and Subjc<ftof Emch*s Bookf 
and that it was receiv'd, as Canoni* 
cal, in the Cliurch of the Queen of 
Sa^a : But were it even true, that 
the Ethiopian had given him fuch 
Information, we muft conclude, it 
was with no other View, than to 
laugh at his Credulity. Some like- 
Wife would father a Mathematical 
Treatife upon Enochy by which he 
acquired the Reputation of a Man 
t)f great Learning ; but we have np 
better Teftimonies of the Exiftencc 
c^f this Book, than the others. 
^ Some Ages ago, there was an an- 
fieiiit Manufcript handed about, un- 
/der the Title of The Teftament of 
the Twelve ^atriarcbsj which, ac- 
cordiij^gto fome, had been compofed 
before MofesWimt : but it is lookU 
upon as Apocrypha j as is that which 
the Jews afcribe to Abraham^ and 
call. The Book of the Creation ; 
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where they tell us, that that Patri- 
arch, in a few Words, explains the 
Principles of the Cabala^ with the 
Manner of reprefenting the ineffable 
Name of God, by which Abraham 
performed fo many Miracles. We 
have likewifc Jacobs Teftament^ of 
which fome would have Job to be 
the Author : But Pope Gelafius con- 
demned it as fpurious, with the Work 
called Jacobus Ladder^ which was 
highly effeem'd by the Hercticks call- 
ed Ebionites. 

Mofes feems to infinuatei th^grsp 
were Books before his Time 5 for iii 
the 2ift Chapter of Number Sy he 
mentions a Book of the Wars of the 
Lord 5 but moft of the Jews are of 
Opinion, that That was the fame 
Book of Numbers : And the Reafon 
they afDgn for it is, that the fame 
Hebrew Word imports a Book, as 
well as Number, accord\v\^ xo xVs.ti 
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Interpreters : And ftiat the Book of 
Numbers was fb called, as contain* 
ing the Numbcjr of the Lord's Wars, 
by the Miniftry of the Hebrews. I 
know very well, there are many 
other learned Opinions, that there 
were no Books before Mofes 5 and 
without difcufling the Point any fur- 
ther at prelcnt, the Argument 1 ad- 
vanced before, on the lame Side of 
theQueftion, feems to me to be the 
moft probable of all. 

We have an Account of feme other 
Books fuppofed to be wrote before 
A/^/s Time: Amongft the reft, 
the Hiftory of Sephbra^ Wife of 
that divine Law-giver, which is men-, 
tion'd by Jofephus $ and the Book 
of Jannes and Jambresj who were 
Chiefs of Tkaraohy Magicians : And 
fome have placed the Book of Job 
in the Number of thefe ancient 
Wjcitings. 
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But all thcfe Works aK found«t 
■only upott Suppofitidn,-^or ithcertaiti 
Relation, if Credit may be given 
to a great many tekbr^ted Authors, 
who have examined the AfFair with 
tte gteatefl Cait and Delicacy, and 
are unanimous that thete Was no- 
thing in Writing before Mofts^ alt 
tCnowkdge and Scieiicc baVitig been 
tewftmiinit^^ by Ttaditioft otily 
%efo£€ that Period. 

Hedce we may condiide) that, as 
there Werfe »b ^Bobfe before the 
Tiitift of that Prophet, fo there could 
be ttoLibratiesk0K)rtgfttbejK?^f«c^ir 
*tlll after his Death, when his Books 
were prefervM with a tdigious Care, 
and in Procefs of Time, feveiral o- 
thcr Works were added to them. 

The Books of that Nation nlaj' 
be divided into two Claffcs, the one 
Sacred, the other Prophane: Tlvt 
Object of the firft was ^c\W\otvCixvv 

\1> 
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ly, and of the other» Natural Phi- 
fophy, and Civil or Political Learn- 
Ing, 

The firft were preferv'd either in 
publick Places, or in Private : By 
publick Places, we muft undcrj- 
ftand every Synagogue, particularly 
the Temple of Jerufalem^ wher€ 
were kept, with the greateft Careand 
Vigilance, the holy Tables of Stpne^ 
upon which God was pleafcd to 
write the Ten Commandments with 
his own Hand, and which he ordered 
MofeSj upon Mount Horeh^ to dc- 
pofite in the Ark of the Covenant, 

I could here make a great many 
curious Obfervations upon the Tables 
and the Ark 5 but I was apprehcn- 
five fuch a Defign would draw out 
into too much Length, and engage 
me to take in many different Sub- 
jedls, each of which would require 
a particular DiiTertadon $ fo thati 

mu& 
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fnuft then have fallen into one of 
thefe Inconveniencies 5 that is, to 
fatigue the Reader with a tedious 
Lefture, or to treat the Matter inac- 
curately, which, in my Opinion, 
would be lavilhing away Time. 

But to return to our Subjedl : Be- 
ikies the Tables of the Law, the 
Books of Mofes and the Prophets 
were kept in the moft fecret Part of 
the Sanctuary j and we muft obfervc, 
that as the High Prieft only had the 
Privilege to enter that holy Place, 
and that but once a Year, thofe Sa- 
cred Books were guarded againft Cor- 
ruption or Interpolations, no one 
being permitted either to read, or 
to touch thc^n. 

It muft likewife be obfcrv'd, the 
Books of Mofes were the Touch- 
flone by which others were try'd and 
examin'd. This indeed was foretold 
by that Divine Legiflator, in the 3 2d 
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Chapteiof TJeuterorwmfy where he 

ordered the Levites to place his 
Books within the Ark of the Cove- 
nant, that they might be a Teftimo- 
ny againft th^m, and theii^ Sueceflbrs, 
in cafe they fhould fail in their Duty^ 
Some are of Opinion, that when 
il;iij!/2'i' was drawing near Death, he 
order' d twelve Copies of the Law ta 
ben)ad^,whichhe diflrtbutedanongfl: ' 
the twelve Tribes y but; Maimonides 
afliirqs us> that tie conunanded thir- 
teen Copies to bQ wrote^ that-is,twelvc 
for the twelve Tribes^ and one for 
thtZfwVw, pronouncing thcfcWords 
at the: Tiqae of diftributing them ^ ^ 
Receive th^Book of tkeLaw-, which 
God himfelf hath given to us. There 
is a great Difpu^ amongft the Inter- 
preters, whether that Saercd Volume 
was depofitcd in the Ark with the 
Tables of Stowe, or in^ a little Ca- 
bm^ apart. 



Be that as it will, Jojhud wrbte 
a Book Which he afterwards added 
x<> Mofeih^. Ail the Prophets, by 
God's Command, made Tranfcripts 
of their Sermons and Exhortations^ 
as may be obferv'd in the 1 5 th Ghap-^ 
tcr of Jeremiah^ and fcveral other 
Places d^ Scripture 5 which Setmons 
and Exhortations were likewife kept 
in the Temple, for the £dificatioa 
of Poftei^ity. 

All thofe Works compofed a very 
beautiful Library^ but much more! 
valuable, throu^i their intrinitck 
Merit, than their Number, 

This is ail that can be oflfer'd con* 
cerning the facred Library kept iai the 
Temple; but we muft obferve, that 
after the Return of the Jews from 
the Captivity, Nehemiah colledcd 
the Books of Mofisy thofe of Kings ^ 
and thePjophetS) of which he form'd* 

* JoAl xiv. 



C 14 3 
^ Library, and, 'tis probable, he was 
aflifled by EfdraSy who, in the Opi- 
nion of fome, reftorcd. the Venta-- 
teuchy and all the ancient Scriptures, 
after the Babylonians had taken Je- 
TMfalem^ burnt the Temple, and with 
it, all the Library. 

Whether this Opinion be well 
grounded or not, I will not take up- 
on me to determine ; but this is cer* 
tain, that the Point is much con- 
tefted, and that 'tis not cafy to clear 
up the Difficulty. 

That Library, according to fome 
Authors, was re-eftablilhed"by Judas 
Maccabeusy after the grcatcft part 
had been burnt by Antiochusj as 
may be obferved in the firft Chapter 
of the firft Book of the Maccabees ; 
and though we fhould grant it fub* 
fifted 'till the Deftrudtion of the fe- 
iiond Temple, yet we have no jCer- 
tainty ss to the Place where it was 
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depofited ; but it is protrablc it Hatf 
the feme Fate with the City : For 
though Rabbi Benfamin affirms the 
Tomb pf tlie Prophet Ezekiel^ with 
the Library of the- fir ft and fccond 
Temples, were to be feen in his Time; 
at a Place on the Banks of the River 
Euphrates y yet M. Wejfel of Gw- 
ningen^ and many otlicr Ferfons of 
Reputation, who travcird on pur- 
pofc to Mefopotamray to fee that 
Tomb, have unanimoufly declared^ 
there was net the leift Colour of 
Truth for Rabbi Ben/amm's Bxlatr- 
on, there being no fuch Tomb or 
Library to be found in that Country; 
M^ yourney was in vain^ fays 
M^ f^effePy fince the Jews would 
rather lofe all their Books than read 
what they were not inclinable to 
confefs. 

Now, befides this great Library; 
which was religioufty ke^rVw \Nx^ 

C 2 T^tCi^\^ 
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Temple, thew was ope in every 
Synagogue*, A^tiors beings almoft, 
unanimous, tliat the Academy of 
Jerufakm contained 45 oSynagagues 
or Colleges, eadi of which had a 
Libcary and an Appartn:ient for ^i^^* 
ing. The Scriptut^es wer^ i;ead pwb^ 
U(;kiy in the J^iibraries, and the 
M^na, or Tradition, was taught in 
the Place called T^e Houfe of 1}q- 
Brme. The moft confidc^ble of 
all the Synagogues was thafc off Tir 
bsrias^ fo calf^ by Herodj \A Honour 
to the£mperor of that Matne. 

It is certain, the Sciences Hour ifh'd 
in thofe Synagogues 'till St.Jerome^$ 
Time;, that is, for the fpacc of fouj: 
l^undred and twenty Years after ouf 
Saviour : And the fame j^ather- ac- 
knowledges in his Preface to his An- 
notations upon the Chronicles^ that 
aDoftor of the Law who had, then, 

♦Aftsxv, Luke iv. t6,.ji7. '. ..'' 

been 



been in greiat Reputation i»'ith the: 
Jews^ had given liim itvj profita- 
ble Iriftruftiohs in ohft bF their Col- 
leges 5 by which he had received l 
iiich Lights as ^fete Veiry UfefuhtO' 
him ill interpi-etiiig thit Fobk. 

Ik has been a Subjeft bf Cohtrbi 
Vferfy ambhgft the Curioufe, -^^hethcrr 
this City of Tiberias ^^s the Place : 
bf Refidehte of ihtMazoreths^irh!^'^ 
fihiflied the Talmud, and addkd thfet 
Accehts irid Vowel-pbints to thfe-r 
Hebr^ Text, arid were the AuthbJrS 
oi* the Mdzot4 i and it miift bo al- 
lowed there is fdtne Difficulty^, in th6:: 
Affair, 

Befidcs thefe piiblicK Libraries^, 
which Wete kept iii the Temple and *^ 
Syhag;bgtifes, there were other facred i 
Libraries that were j^rivate, Every^ 
jf^w had ohe, being obliged tb haver 
iSbt Bbbks? that concerned Religion,, 

' G 3 andi 
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of th6 Temple, And was tiKen ava^* 
by tht Comtnatid of Ezekiely in re- 
gard the People, for Whom it was 
at firft intended, placed more Confi- 
dence ill it, for healing Diftempefs, 
than in God hihifelf. Th^ Bodk of 
MagiCy and that which treated bf 
iht Manner of invoking Spititsi^trt 
wrote by Sokmdn^ according to fome 
Authors 5 but there is fome Reafdil 
to .doubt of it. 

It muft likfewife be obferv'd, 
that there was in each Synagogue 4 
publick Book, in which Were wrote 
the Names of all the Tribes, and the 
Parents of the Infants that were cip* 
cumcifed. With the Year, Month, 
and Day of the Ceremoiiy 1 Iri Oriler 
to certify the Age afid Firilily upoft 
Occafioii, which ii ftill praftifed d-. 

mongft Chriftians that are baptized. 
There was a greatNumber of other 

Books^ but it would be tedious to 

exihibit 
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exhj^t a Catalogue of thent^ 5 md I 
flatter myiel^ cnopgh ha$ been fa4 
to give a genpr«il JiJption of the Jewr 
(/& Librwics; as wejlji Civ i J as Religi- 
ous. 

Wc n^igltfi indee<l^ take notice <^ 
dieipr famous ^^cademips, where thcit 
were fine Libraries : They had li^^r 
wife fevcral Cities that were mucl| 
celebrated for Learning 5 amongft 
pthers, jthat mefltion'd by Jojhu^ 
callc;d Tf^ Of/ pf Letters y by way 
of Pre-pD[iinence^iiie Sciences h^yij?^ 
been very ipaviph.cfilt;iv4ted in it. TJ^ 
Scriptjve tells us, it was iituated up^- 
on tjie Confines of the Tribe of Jur 
dah. It w^, prqbably , the reho wn- 
tdCariatfifhery of which a Nucfi- 
ber of A^iracles j^ rclat;cd : And 'tis 
very likely there ^inight be a -ox^ni- 
ficent Literary in it. 

I pafspver in Silence, chpie Libra- 
ries which the jf ejects ff^js^y h? ye^un^-. 

cd 
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cd for feme Ages paft ; 'cis enough 
to fay, that as they were difperfcd 
ovef air Parts of the World, and di* 
vidcd into feveral Sedls, of whom 
the Caraites are the moft learned; 
All they could do, was to preferve the 
Books concerning Religion, which 
arc now compofed of nothing but 
Dreams and Whimfics of their Cd- 
bala and Talmud i and thofe which 
contain the Conftitutions of the Sy- 
nagogue, with the Confirmation of 
their Kings : But we muft obfcrve in 
thefirft^Placc, thofe Books being full 
of Blafphemies againft the Gofpel, 
were condemned by the Univerfity 
of 7aris\ and by two Popes : And; 
Secondly, that by a Brief of one of 
thofe Popes, there were above 1 2000 
Hebrew Volumes burnt at Cremond^ 
the Lois of which being much re- 
gretted by Galatinh drew upon him 
the Jinn CcniUres of all Ghriftians.' 
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C H A p. - 11. 
■Of the Libraries of the Chaldeans, 
Egyptians, Fhenicians, and Ara- 
bians. 

J O proceed regularly in this 
Difcourfc, we muft treat 
next of theCollcdHons of 
the Chaldeans and E^p- 
tianSi they being, probably, the firft 
whom the JewsinHrvQicd in the Sci- 
cnces,as they were neareft Judea. To 
theni we (hall join the Thenicians and 

It is certain that Learning was in 
high £{leem in all thoie Nations, 
efpecially: the Egyptians, who, in 
the Opinion of feme Authors, have 
been look'd upon as the moft learn- 
ed People in the World} a&N«c\\va. 




the Pagan Theology, as in Phyfics 
and Natural Philofophyi 

This makes it probable, that their 
great Love for Letters produced abun- 
dance of learned Works artiongft 
thdfrt, arid that their Viftuofi Ijad 
made large Colledlions of Bboks^ 

We have no. Authors that menti- 
on the Libraries of Chaldea : All 
that can be feid of them is^ that 
there were great numbers of learned. 
Men in that Country-, who, accord-^, 
iiig to the Report of fevefal Writers, 
compofed iJnany Works of great 
Erudition* 

Amongft others we muft reckon 
Zoroafter^ fo famous ft^ his Skill in 
Magic. HermippuSy "Who wtote 
upon the fame Sut^ed, aflilrcs us that 
Zoraajier wrote a Ifees^ <rf two 
Million^ of « Vcrfes 5 Nor nfcuft we for, 
get Difrdunus the Ph;^fici^ii^, .whbfe^ 

Works 



Wbtks wiEfre foiMid ki his Tdmfe bf 
T^etfiactitusf, a^id by^ hirrt piiblifheA 
Of this Goiintrf Mkewife was 
5i/d^^i*ii^ the Prophet^ ^he was <k- 
ftenrfcd froto Mafh^r, Brbth^r t<*' 
Abt^amy atid ^ probably Fediicdd to 
Writing ali his Pro^hifeie^ K^hichare 
nWfitidncd by ifefej/^x. Euf^Uis^Viz 
u& in his Work ^ TraparatiofMf 

vsTf cmrioa^ in coilcding Bdoks; 
hut the grcatbft and beft^chofe Lii 
brarics were^thofc of die Eg/^ians, 
who c«ceird other Nations as^ WtU 
in Learning as in Libraf-ie5. 

According to feveral Authors, the 
ftrft^ wttoi founded afLibr^apy in E^^^f 

was SjpianduSfSncccSbTtoTrotheusr 
ita-tfiiit ISirigdbm,;and Cdtemporary 

witli yr/Vrw King of Tr^/. "i^serms' 
tfells lis, that Prince: v^as foirtu^h iif* 
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iBigfii^ce?it Library, in the Fron^ 
tifpiecc of whicbj there was this In- 
Icriptipn, Animi Tabutumy The 
Naurifi^ment of thiSmh to fignify 
that as Viands npurifh the Body, fO; 
iKcarning noijriflics the SouL 2)/> 
4prui Siculm fays> indeed, that t;he 
Infcription ^zs jinimi Medicina^x 
The Medicine of the Souh which is 
almoftof the &me Import 5 for what 

tioari(hes ns, heak us; He adds, that 
the Portraits of all the E^ptiim 
Gods were placed in that Library, 

But that Hiftorian ^vcs us no Ac*- 
count of the Number of yblumcs 
of which it was comppfed, npr has 
any other Author fiipplied that De- 

But if wc may Judge of it by 
Conjcftures, it could not bc^ "^ttj 
numerous, ftftcc there were few 

Books thea in tfepM^pi^ : *l9;j!fevcr, 

<, with- 
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without engaging any further in. the 
Controverfy, which cannot be e^ 
ly determin'di it muft be granted, 
there was a very fine Library at 

Memphis J now c^WtdrGrand Cair$t 
which was depofitcd in the Temple 
of Vulcan. ; This recalls to my Mind 
Nau€rates'^0^%i%^ ^%z\X)l&. Homir^ 
whom he accufesof Pyracyj for he 
Would perAvade the World, that he 
ftoie tht Iliad and Odyjfey out of 
thatUibraf y , Xwhcre they had beea 
plaecrf by aP6etefs callM Thantitfia^ 
who Compofed them) and was after- 
Mt^di fo atidacious as to publifli theni 
as his own. 

But the greateft and moft magnifi- 
cent Libriiry o£.£l^>'^/^, and, perhaps^ 
of the w^l^ World* was- that of 

ih^^toldfnifs in Alexandria.' It 

Was begun \y} Tt&lomey Vhiladet- 

fhus\^ the tneft Icafned of all- the 

V V D ^ Egyptian 



/ 



Ef^ptim Monarchs, if we ^may 
give Credit to Tertulliap. 

That Great Prince, through thp 
Perfuafion of the learned T^emetrius 
^hakfiusj order'd all the Writings 
4)fthat Country to be tranflated into 
Greeks that they might l^e uaivcrfally 
Jknown, the Greek Lang^iage being 
then ipoke in all Parts $ and fo dili» 
gent was that renowned Monarch io 
cnorcafipg his Library, that he prpcu* 
i:ed Manufcfipts m a grwit Expcncft 
ffom.^ll COumj ies^ }ffid>. acf <»rj(Sirig 
tQ A. Getliusy it axiiifted of no Ids 
than feveo hundred iJbouTand Yi> 
lumes. 

But alJ others who have kft us 
jmy Menjorials of this extraordinary 
CollefiioA^ are alrooil uDanimous# 
that jt conHfted pf jno more than 
t}iree hundred thoufand \x\ th^ Reigui 
qi TbMelipktk^ i but that it wai 
w , . augr 
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aWjgrticnted t6 ftvcn hundred rficta-^ 
fend in thte fodceeding Reigns. 
' Ic muft, indeed, be ackriowledg- 
cct that the Number ftems to be very 
cxtfaordina'ry 5 but wc mtoft riot ht 
farpt-jied at ir> v^h6n wc confidtr, 
that th€ Lcarhdd carrifed theii^ liVbrkj 
froni all Pafrts to that Library y as? 
ro^ a Theatre of Learning^ i/litr^ 
Glory was to be obtained : Andthatf 
ihefeittg feadcntpToy'd ail hl3 Po\ircr 
Qitkd Reputation to procure Books ci- 
ifett- by Fbrte, or Perfuaiton, aricf 
Gentlcnels : And (b zealous w&s ht 
to tha^ PWfirff, tbfet he Ttfufed^toJ^ 
fiirriil^ the Afheiidns witK f'rovffi-^^ 
ehs, ii^ a'Tifneof Faimtte, 'all tljdjr^ 
\m puU into hi^ Haft# the or^^irtal' 
Wahufcripts of SvpBatk/s Trage-* 
dies, with thofc of EtariftdHej ^nd" 
Efchyhs 5 but no fooner had* the' 
niaks comply'dj but Ee fent* 

D J them 
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thcrn back Copies of thcfc Works^ 
exempted them from the Payment 
of all Duties in his Dominions^ and 
lent them fifteen Talents, in acknow* 
ledgment for their Complaifance. 

He purchafed Ariftotlis Works 
from Neleus^ with a vaft dumber 
of other Volumes which he bought 
at Rome and Athens^ at extravagant 
Prices. 

But nothing was fo great an Em- 
bellidiment to his Library as the Sa- 
cred WritingSy^ which were depoHted 
in the chief Apartment, after they 
ijad been tranfla^ed into Gre^ek by 
t|ie Seventy Elders, ^hom JS/f^f 
the High Prieft had fent fpr that Endt^ 

tpTtolomj^p "Vho axi)f\oy*AAriftaus^^ 
a Man of great Erudition, and yf»-; 
dreWr Captain of his Guards, to de- 
mand»^ei9 , through the Inftigation;. 
^^eniprimy whocxprjflfed a pft®.. 
;^: r- :t ' onat« 
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oaatc Zeal ^o have the Bible tran- 
flated, and to honour his Mafter's 
Library with the Copy. 

I'll fay nothing of that extraordi- 
nary Tranflation, nor of the Order, 
or Method obferv'd by the LXX iA 
performing the Work^ the whole 
Affair being related with great Fi* 
dclity in St. Augujiir^s City of God j 
JofephuSy Eufebiusy and fe veral other 
Authors. 1 will only obferve, that as 
God had determined to call theG^^^*^ 
tiks^ He was pleafcd that the Bible 
(hould be tranflated into a Language 
that was knawn to them, in order 
to difpofe them to receive the Evan- 
gelical Truths, by rendering fuch 
things familiar to them before-hand, 
as the Apoftles were afterwards to 
teach them. 

I am wclfapprv^cd there arcfomc, 
learned Men amongll theJModerns 

who 
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wfio are of Opinion, that the Se-^ 
venty-two Interpreters wer^e riot a {lift- 
ed by any fupernatoral Graces or 
Gifts, in tranflating the Old Tefta-, 
menr 5 in which they are fupporterf 
By the Authority of Eufebiusy whtf 
tells us, Tritpar. Evang. lib. li. 
CsLp. 3 . that the Books of Mofes were 
translated into Greek long before the 
5P>fyf^;/ Empire. 

1 thought myfelf obliged to refattf 
thefeParticnkVs, as thiy are not oiri- 
fy of great Importance^ and capable 
of giving Satisfafiion to tfiofe who* 
are jirlcafed With Thihgs^ that are' 
finguikr, 6rfr like wife' in regard thejr 
ate condtfcivc iti giving us^juiltldea^ 
of this fanidi» Libtiiy which tt^' 
ceird aft others. 

It is true, Seneca docj not i&tti^ 
tb be ihudi plicafed with it, l6oking^ 
up6n \t ratlter as^ a Moriument of 



i 



C 33 3 

JLiixiiry and Pomp, than a Foundar 
lion for the iQiprovemcnt of Learn- 
ing; Th^ hpwf'^a: isc^tcain, th^t 
it was, ^moft, )>uri>t and deftro/d 
by Cs/ar's Troops, when he was 
cpmpeUVi to,iet pij-e tp the Palace ^ 
jhe 2^/(?i^i9i^;ry wjhiiere he was hc^- 
figged, which may be feen aic large 

,in yi*^^'$ JUfe 9f Cf/&r. 
, Bat it was . afterwards 5cpair*d with 
4%p Ucmainfi srf that »t Ti^rgam^, 
of which i!/. Anthony madea;3RB^ 
Jb»t tf!Q«t!jt^r«9 tndol whicif we 
A^i Si^e th«! Rpftdfr ibdie Ascdliifec 

That liinrary .^s fou^sded by 
Eumems ancd^iOc^ii&xllCingsc^iS^ 
gamut ^ thrcRi^ ^^fm of^^ fimula;> 
•tioQ I foi:vs'«i^£V P^ce^ made all 
4iieir £^r£si iro be equal' with th)? 
Kings of Egy^t in Grandear aad 
Magnificence ji and p^rtlculvY^ ^ 
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collefting a prodigious Number of 
Books, which ^liny tells us airtoontf- 
cd to more than two hundred Thou- 
iand. Volateranm lays, they were 
all burnt at the taking of Tergamm \ 
but Vlinjty with many other Au- 
thorSj allures us, \Af AnthoT^'bt- 
ftbw'd them upon C/^^/tfifr^/-as wis 
obferv'd before : AAd Stra^o(iy4^ 
that Library was at ^ergamui in his 
Time; that is, in the Rc;ign of 7V^ 

'^> / But it is isify to retondle- thei^ 
^MEbr^ik Relations^ by obf^Vif^g^, 
that the Library had, indecid/ beeft 
rcnioved ffom Vergamus to Alex- 
-mtkU by M.-A^bcifyiy and that 
4tffacr the B^e?of uf^khtm, ,it wa$ 

^gif/lu^BCdmtmnd, wWbo tbdkipai^ 
ttcular Plcafore in fobverting ^hati 
«yer ^n/i&^iiy. had eftjiblifllcd. , ' 
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j^thenedorusy a Stoic Philofopher, 
was the firfl; upon whom Eumenes 
had conferrM the Care of that Li- 
brary : And feveral Authors tell us, 
that Alexander the Creat iigd . efta- 
bhfhed a fumptuous one at JUexan^ 
/fr/ii; which, probably, paved thc^ 
Way for that of the TteJomeys. 

There was a very confiderable 
Gollcdion at Snz^ in'TerJiay where' 
Metojihenes confulted the Annals of 
that Monarchy, in order to write the 
Hiftdry Which he has left us. 2)/^. 
dorusSieulus informs us, that Ctefias^ 
a learned Phylician who foUow'd 
young Cyrus In hisExpedition againfl 
his Brother Artaxerxes^ and was ta- 
ken Frifoner, had improved himfcif 
very much by that Library, where he 
learnt many curious things which 
He carried^back to Greece* 

' ■: • ' , ...... 

CHAP. 
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C H A p. III. 
■Of the Gkkbk Lisraries; 

711% bave nodiir^iccttairt cofl*-' 




cerning the Antiquity of 
Greece^ of which Tk- 
fmrch c<Jmpkins in th« Life of 
ThffeuSf where he fays, before the: 
Time of that Hero, there was no- 
thing in the Grecian Hiftory but 
frozen Regions,, or fuch ae were 
feorched with Heat^ and fach as/ 
Geographers defcribe to be ftiuate! 
near thePoicsand the Eqwino<aia4. : 
Horace ieems to have the fanoe- 
Sentiments with 'Pbttarch s fer he 
obferves in the Eowrth Book of ^ 
Odes, that there were, indeed, Great 
■Mca in .6Jw^« before Agamiftmmy 
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and^ in great Numbers too, but that 
their Ad:ions were not known, there 
being no faithful Hiftorian or Poet 
to record them, 

Vixere fortes ante Agamemnona 
Multi : Sedorrines tllachry mobiles 

Urgentur ignotique longa 
NpSle i carerit quia vatefaero. . 

So that' it may be faid, there is 
nothing certain in the Grecian Hi- 
ftory, * before the Theban and Tfojan 
Wars : It will therefore be in vain 
to fearch cither for Books, or Li- 
brarieS) before thofe Periods. We 
muft likewife obfcrve,that the Greeks 
compofed but few Works of Lite- 
rature when the Sciences begun to . 
flourifli amongft them, which might, 
probably, be owing to the Authori- 
ty of TjthagaraSy who cn)o\tvd\v\^ 



^ddolws to leave nothing in Wri- 
.ting : Notwitliftanding which, feve- 
:i'al Pieces were pabUfhed under his 
Isfamc, even in his Life-time. 

We have but flender Proofs that 
thfe firft karned Grecians, • whole 
Kames are handed dowf^ to us, did 
not leave fQine pofthmnous Works. 
An Orfhmsj z fjnusj a Mufaus^ 
a Chiron^ an At las j have given the 
Publick averlaftii^ Teftimonies of 
iheir Knowledge. 

Aecof ding to the Report of fomt 
Authors, Hefio^% Poems were, in 
the Beginning, graved on leaden Ta- 
bles, and preferv'd in the Temple of 
the Mufes upon Mount HeUc(m% 
i^i^^/ having been one of their Vo. 

varies. 

We are likcwife informed, that 

fFhertcideSy Preceptor \.oV^ytkag<h 

ras^ WSLS the firft who com^Ced la 
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Profe, (all Compofitians befdre tKat 
Time having been wrote inVer^)/ 
and that his Trcatife of Theologyr 
where he taught the Dodrine of tha 
Tranfmigration of Souls, which he 
had learnt from the ^heniciansy was 
the firft Frofc Efiay^ that appeared in 
the World : In effeA, ^ythagorar 
conimanded fome of his Scholars ra 
publifh nothing : But he allowed fuch- 
of them as were Mathematicians^ the 
Privil^e of Writing : But we fi» 
that his Injundtion had little Ef^i 
fed; for foon after^ a great many 
di tteir Works, perhaps too tnany> 
appeared in the World } whidt is in 
ibme meafure confirmed hy A. Gel^ 
lius and Lipjius ^ for the firft tells 
us, that "J^Uto bought the Books pC 
Thilolaus^ and the fecond affiires U9 
that Ocellusy another of the Tytha- 
goreansy composed a Work entimled 
U^QjL Tsxayl^h which is handed do^w 
u?us. E a. T:Vvsx^ 
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There are fomc Authors who tell 
us, that Efculapius wrote a Book 
which he call'd Navicula. The. 
Lacedemmians had no Books > for 
they exprefs'd every thing fo con- 
cifely, and in fuch few Words, that . 
Writing feem'd. to be fuperfluous, 
iincc their .Memories, without it, 
could eafily retain any thing that was 
memorable. 

The Athenians^ on the contrary, 
foon found the Way of compofing 
fcverai Works 5 for they were much 
more given to Talking than to A^i- . 
on 5 whereas the others valued them- 
felves mojK upon Ad:ion than Speak- 
ing. 

This ftrohg Byafs of the Jtheni^ 
ans to Difcourfe foon created an In- 
clination to Writing amongft them^ 
as well as amongft fome of their 
Neighbours, who were not much 
inferior to them in either. 
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Accordingly, Greece was foon 
full of various Compoiitions, which 
made a great Noife through alL ' 
Parts of the then known World, 
and ail the Sciences flourHhed in it, 
cfpeciall y at Athens 5 of which other 
Nations were fb fenfible, that the 
Greek Books and Language were, 
every where, in the greatcfl; Eftecm, . 
as being thought only worthjf to be 
known, which Cicero urges in his 
Oration for Archia % . where he fays, 
Greek Books are read.almoji every ^ 
where ^ thel.zi\n infotnefewVarts 
ofltily only. Tlinyzn^ St, Au^. 
gufiin tell us the fame thing, and, , 
indeed, Afia^ Africa^ and Europe^. 
made ufe of no other Idiom than the 
Greek at that time. They writ and ; 
fpoke Greek every where, amongf^v 
the i?^«ww and the G^i«/j, when* 
the City of Marfeilles^fzz become- 
much celebrated foe her KcsAtmi^, ^ 
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The Gr^^ prevailed evcn^mohgft 
the Tarthians^ though Barbarians, 
and reached the Jews, though they 
were of all People the moft jealous 
of their own Language 5 yet thePb- 
lite and Learned amohgft them ufed 
ho other Language but Greek, either 
in Ipeakihg or writing, of which we 
have noble Examples in the Work« 
of TMo 2indJofepkus. 

Since Greece then, was full of 
Books, our next Enquiry miift be to 
difcover the firft Founders of Libra- 
ries irt that celebrated Country 5 and, 
according to K Maxifnus^ Tijijira^ 
tus,Tyrmt df j4t^ens,v/zs the firft 
of all the Grieeks who coUefted the 
Works of the Learned. 

That Ufurper, who was allowed 

to be one of the greateft Orators of 

his Time, obferving the Uneafinefj 

of the People, under the lofs of their 

Xi6crry, c^ablilhed aLvbt^LX^ foi\\vi 
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Benefit of th« Publick, in orckir to 
recover the good Graces of the Ci- 

tizens. 

Cicero tclfs us, we arc indebted to 
that Tyrant iix Homer's'Woiksi 
which he had colkftcd into one Vo- 
lume 5 but it is certain that the Iliad 
and Odyjjey too, were fung as Baliads 
in all Parts of Greece without Of- 
der or 'Unity. 

Some indeed areof Opinioft, that 
Hippdrchusy ^ififtfatus's Son, wa3 
the firft who connedled thofe Works ; 
Others again would perfwade us, it 
was J*^/^^ i attd fbihe are no lefs 
Mttixxo\xs for LycurgiisitiA Zenor 
dotHS oiEpheJus. / ^ 

But without employing any more 
Time in the Enquiry, this muft be 
allowed, that the Athenians made 
great Additions to that Lil^raty aftci; 
the ^)eath of *Pj^Jfrafus, and fdund4 
cd otheM bat Xerxes caim^v»^^ 
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all their Books to TerfiayZbtt he 
had taken Athens : But if Credit may 
be given to A. Qellius^ Seleucus 
Nicanor order'd them to be carried 
back to that City fome Ages after. 

Zwinger tells us, there was at that 
Time,a fplendid Library in the Ifland 
of CmdoSy one of the Greek Iflands 
called Cy eludes by. the Ancients, but 
that it was burnt by Order oi Hippo^ 
crates^ the Phy fician, becaufe the In* 
habitants refufed to follow his Do- 
firine and Tenets. I am, however, 
in fome Doubt as to the! Truth of 
that Report 5 though it is but too 
true, that Envy was not a little pre- 
dominant amongft even the Philofo 
phers of Antiquity : And Tetrus 
Crinitusy in his Book l^e Honefia 
^ifeiplina^ relates that Tlato was 
fo envious and fo piqued with the 
Noife of T^emocrstus's Merit in the 
Worlds that he would certainly have. 
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burnt all his Works, had not jimy- 
dis and Clinias prevented it, by re- 
monftrating, that there were Copies 
of them every where : And fomc 
report that Arifiotle was agitated 
with the fame Paffion againft all the 
Philofophprs that were before him. 

Bat to return to my Subjenft j Cle- 
ar chusy Tyrant of Heraclea^ who 
was one of Tlatos and Ifocrates's 
Difciples,^ founded a moft magnifi- 
cent Library in his Capital, which 
procured him much Efteem with his 
Subjeds, in fpitc of a multitude of 
Cruehles and Exorbitancies. 

Strabo feems to be of Opinion, 
that Ariftotle was the^firft CoUeftor 
of Books, and that he inftruded the 
King of Egypt in the Method of 
forming a Library 5 but I don't com- : 
prehcnd how that could well be, 
fincc Ariftotle had been dead forty 
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Years when TPtctamey Thtladtlphm 
founded his Library. 

I make no Doubts but that Philo-^ 
fbpherhad formed a Library equal to 
his Knowledge, which was eafy jfbr 
him to accomplifh, conndering his 
Riches, and that his Pupil cx)mmand« 
cd the World. He was, indeed, in 
himfelf, a living Library : But what 
gives us the cleared Proofs of that 
Philofopher's Paffion for CoUedionsr 
is the great Sum he gave for the 
Works of Speufippus^ Tlato*s Nc- 
phewi amounting to no Icfs thaa 
three Attic Talents 5 which, ac- 
cording to Budsus'^ Computation, 
isabout ten thouf^d French Crowns. 

He left his Books and his School 
to TheophraJiuSj who gave thc^ for- 
mer to Neleus ; but he fold them to 
fome ignorant People, who negieft- 
cd them entirely j and hearing of 
ibc cjrrraordinary Zeal and Ardour 
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<^ j4ftaJMs King of Tergamuh for 
coUe^ing Books, they buried theirs 
in the Ground^ left he (hould carry 
them away by Violence : But fome 
time after, die Defcendants of thefe 
ignorant Wi:etchcs, to whom Neleus 
had givefi thofe precious Works^find* 
ing that the Moifture of the Earth 
had almoft deftroyed thern^ ordered 
them to be dug out t>f their Grave, 
If I may u& the £jrprtfIion> and fold 
them to an obfcyre Perfon whole 
Name was Ap^Uitm. 

This Man^ who was more curious 
about the Books than the Learning 
they contained, (which has fome- 
thing of the modern Tafte) procured 
Copies of them^ and was very afli<* 
duous in rdloring the Places that had 
been obliterated by the Moifture of 
the Ground : But the whole was 
performed very inaccurately^ and a. 
miiltirudc of £rrors wercaftfct^^^'^ 
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difcovcr'd in thefe Works by the 
Learned. 

After the Death of Apellicon^ and 
Sylla'^ reducing Athens under the 
Roman Yoke, he order'd that Libra- 
ry to be fent to Romf^ where they 

fell into the Hands of 7Vw;^»/i^», 
the Grammarian, who was a very 
zealous Pcripatctick : So we may 
fay he had all the Philofophers 
Booksi with thofe of Theophtaftus 
his Difciple and Succeffbr: Biit he 
afterwards beftow'd them upon An^ 
dronicus Rhodius^ who publiflied 
them^ 

But thofe Works, as was obfcrved 
before, were fo incorreft, through 
the Ignorance or Negled of the Tran- 
icribers, that it was faid, if Artftotle 
had rofe from the Shades, he would 
certainly have difclaim^d them as il- 
legitimate Chiidren. 

-■■ ' Now» 
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Now, I fay, if thofc Greek Co* 
pies >^^ere fo mudi corrupted, what 
muft we think of the Latin Vcrfi- 
ons ? I am entirely of Opinion, that 
there is more of the Lucubrations of 
Interpreters in the prefent Editions, 
than of AriJiotle\ : But before I con- 
elude this Article of the Greek Li* 
raries, I qiuft reconcile a ibeming 
Contradidion with regard to that lof 
Ariftotle. 

I obferv'd before tliat Neleus had 
fold his Books to Ptohmey Yhila* 
Jelfhuij which may feem to fiand 
in Comraft with what I have now 
advanced : But the Truth is,. Nelem 
fold only Copies of thofc Works, 
which puts an End to any further 
Controvcrfy : And 1 flatter myfelf, 
the Publick will not be a little plea- 
fed with this Hiftory of Ariftatle's 
Booksy iince we may judge fronx 
theace^ of die Diffidcftcc ^\x\\ nw\x\cXv 
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tire Ihoiild perufe all the Works of 
the Ancients, that are come to our 
Hands ; for, in all Probability, they 
arc no lefs incorredl than his. 
\ rU conclude this Part of my Task, 
with the Library of Apamea^ which 
Camerarm reprefents as one of the 
moft celebrated of Antiquity. An- 
gelus Rochaj in his Catalogue of the 
Vatican Library, tells us, it con- 
fifted of aboye twenty thoufand Vo- 
lumes : But lam furprized that 
Lomeirius fhould place that Library 
with thofe of Greece^ itnce Apamea 
was a City in Bythinta^ and not in 
the Country of the Marjty as that 
Author pretends 5 for they were a 
People of Italy, and inhabited the 
Country now call'd Abruzzo. Wc 
would not, however, have entered 
upon a Debate of fo little Moment, 
wcic it not to prcv^i^t the Confun* 



on vhich might enfue by an injudi- 
cious placing of Libraries, in one 
Country, when in Truth they ftiould 
be allotted to another. 




CHAP. IV. 
0//^f Roman Libraries. 

§|T is very certain, that there 
vcre but (ev Books a- 
mongft the ancient Gre~ 
iians, and ilill much feW' 
er, or rather none at all, amongft 
the ancient Romans, if fome Au- 
thors may be credited, who afltirc 
us, that it was the Cuftom withthetn 
to have the Youth taught by fiich as 
were more adv^auccd in Years, by 
verbal Inftrudtions ; fo that all their 
Learning was communicated by Tra- 
dition only, as it watb amon^ ^Sd& 
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JewSj before the Time of Mofef. 
This fecms to be confirmM by the 
Poet in King Latinus^s Difcourfc of 
the Original of the Trojans. 

jitque eqmdemmeminiy {famaejloit' 

f cur tor annis) 
AuruTkcos Haferrefenes^"-''^^ 

So that we muft not cxped any 
Books ae Rome h^oH it was taken 
by th€ Gauls I and if tl^e had been 
any> they nnift be all confumed when 
that City was burnt. 

The Romans^ as well as the JeimSj. 
had two fortsof Libiacies^ fome Piib- 
lick, others Private : The former 
qQntain'd Laws and Edicts concern-* 
ing PoHty and Government, The. 
Roman Laws were graved upon bra- 
:pen Tables or Plates, and kept in 
the Publick Treafury : The chief 
were tho£c o£ the twelve T^bkt^ Co 



highly applauded by Cicero in his , ^ 
Orator j the reading of which gave 
Tbavorinut the Philofophcr as much 
Plcafure, as Tlatd^ twelve Books of 
Laws. . . 

Their A£li cir Ldws/wew pafled 
either by the Senate^ or thcPftople* 
The former were no mofe tljanRo* 
giftries> containing th^ Harangues anti > 
Decrees of the Sena^. C£far was 
the firft, who eArablilbejd this Method 
of Frocebding,. and ordered, accord- 
ing lot^ueti^ktSy the Tranfadions of 
every Day w be wrote and publifh- 
ed: Bat //i^i^mj prohiiixited the. 
' latter^ left the Secrets of the Senate 
{&ould be divttlged: 

The &me Eiftoriaa adds, that 
Vi/p4tiany after the Deftruc^on oi 
the Capitot, promifcd to givt Co- 
pies\of thjree thouftiod biazeo Ta*. 
biies dcftfoy'd by the Fire^ and cQtv-- , 

tain'd kU (ik Decrees oi \^Scsv^^> 

F 3 ^s^ 
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and the T^lebifcita^ or Afts of the 
People, which had been publiihed ' 
from the Building of the City. The 
latter comain'd Memoirs of ^11 pub- 
lick Determinations, or Sentences,^ ^ 
the various kinds of Puhifhrnent, 
Aflemblies, Edifices, the Death of 
eminent Perfons, Marriages, Divor-. 
CCS, Nativities ^ and Teftaments. 
There were 1 ike wife Jotrrnals of eyery 
thing that hajipch'd Worth Remcm^ 
brance, which wjere kept in thcTem-^ 
ples: with a kind of a religious Gare- . 
Thofe'whowauldbe morethorough* 
ly skiird in this^kitpbd of KooWiledgc^.; 
muft' confialt ^^efinuu I: would on^ 
ly obferve, that the TabJes called . 
TaknU CenfuSj .were a long time 
preferv'd in Rami : There Auguftusr^^ 
ordered the Names of all the Subr^. 
)t€i& of the Empire to he enter 'd^ 
amongSi whoni was the Aiiorahle: 

A^-3ii2e of. our Say io\JK> mt\i\\SR;\ 
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Time of his Nativity, of which we 
have the Tcftimony of TertuUiany. 
in thefc Words j ^e CenfuAuguftty 
quern teftemfideliffimum T^ominic^ 
Nativitatis Romana Atchiva cuftih 
dhmt. 

Thus 1 have given the Reader, in 
a few Words, a fummary View of 
all their Publick Libraries j that is, 
their Regiftries, or Books, in which 
they made Entries of every thing that 
regarded the Adminiftrati6n,or might 
be conducive towards the better Go-^ 
vernment of the Common- wealth. 

There were likewife facred Libra* 

' ' ' ' » 

rics, or Tuch as- coricerh'd the Reli*^ 
^on of the i?^«?^»^,whith depend^ ' 
ed entirely 'upon the PontiTs, the 
Augurs, the Prophetic Books, and^ 
the Ti^iw t>ffcipliH(^i ^ ^Tlie Pontifs 
kept> inU the ^BboSics of iChnonoldgsr i 
audi:} Ctrrena^nled ^i: Xht fix^comi^i 



V 
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Annals contain'd thc.Hiftor^ of each? 
Year's Tranfaftions, firom the Foun- 
dation of the City ; and the Care 
of compdfing and prefervrng thcfc 
Works was committed to the. High 
Priefts : The Calendars c<xitained the 
Publick Feafts as Veil as Hiftory. 
Ovid and Fefius are very copious up- 
on the-firft. 

The Religious Ceremonies of the 
Uomansy/^r^ kpp^ in ^he fecret Books 
of 'the High Priefts j out of which 
they collcdled whatever related to 
Worfhip : That is, the Day and Time 
for Sacrificing^ with a Defcription 
of the Vi(5iimsthat were fui table to. 
c»?cry Occurri^ce, , Tiii* Ppfirinc ; 
was kept from the Peoplef it being.' 
a capital Crime for any oi&e to read, 
tbeifiooks V(hich ^f»^n'd it, ex^e^? 

tlK Uigi»:Piidft. . B«K tbB xrtoft iecre«i 
Artipfe of atl wtu the Naaw of th«. 
Tttitlaiy God ^f the Ctcft vfaick 

the 
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the Romans concealed with the grcatr 
eft Care, being apprchcnlivc, that 
fhould that Idol be once known, their 
Enemies might Sjnrit him v^y by 
fbme Enchantment, and then oblige 
him to injure thetn. 

The College of Augars had Books 
likcwifc which tatrght the Art of Di-^ 
vination by the Singing or Fly ing of 
Birds^ or their Manner of Feeding K 

There were likcwife Prophetic 
Bbo^s, ailiottgft which thbfe of i^y; 
kina Ctmaa ctaim'd the iirft rank^ 
them Tarqnnius !Pr jg^«r puifchafcti 
for three hundred Gc4d Crowns. 

There were other Works of the 
Leatnihg or Difcipline of the anci* 
cnt Etrurians y or Tufcans^ concern- 
ing Monfters, and Prodigies ; the 
Ceremonies ro be obferv^d in build- 
ing a Town or Hoafe, in raiiing and! 
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confecrating of Altars, in marfhal- 
ling and diftributing the different 
l4"ibes, and ranging an Army in or- 
der of Battle: In aWord> indired- 
ing every thing to be done as well 
in Peace as in War. Thefe Books 
taught alfo the An of Divination by 
the Entrails of Beafts, and feveral 
other things, which may be feen at 
large in Cicerp^ F^ftu^j Ammianus^ 
Marcellinusy and other Authors. 

To this Clals we muft refer thofe 
Books which the Rbmam called J^4- 
tales ^ becaufe the Peoples Ages were 
wrote in them. 

, And another Set czWtdi Acheronti- 
(i Libri^ treating of the Ceremonies 
and Worfhip of the infernal Gods : 
Some, indeed, confound thefe two 
ClaflTes of Books 5 but this is certain^ 
5hat the Romans confulted them, in 
order to learn what they were to do, 
whfcnevePthey ^ were attacked Jpy a 

Pcfti:* 
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Peftilencc, or any other extraordi- 
nary Evil*, ^ ' 

Having now concluded what wc 
had to offer concerning the Publick 
Libraries of the Romans ^ we fhail 
proceed to fay fomethirig of the Pri- 
vate. . . r- [ ' 

It is certain, ho Nation had more 
Advantages, or Opportunities of ma- 
king large CoUedlions, as they >verc 
Matters of the greatpft part of the 
then known World. 

Hiftory tells us, that the Senate, 
upon the taking of Carthage^ made 
a Prefent of all the Books found in 
it to the Family of Regulus^ and 
that by their Diredfidn, eight and 
twenty Volumes compofed by Ma- 
gon a Carthaginian^ were tranflated 
into Latin. Wtny and 5P. Chevolu 
confirm this Paflage, but they are fi» 

* Vid^ Amob. ad^utrfus Gtntes. 

Icat 




l$nt as to the Sabj^a: of thoie Wd-^ 
tings. 

Uus diftf ibuted amon^ his Children, 
who were very ftudious, the Library 
of Terjius King of Mactdon^ wiipm 
he had brought inTriumphto Rome ; 
though Ifidofus is very ppfitive that 
he bequeathed it to the Publick : But 
AJininus ^tdlk did much more s for 
he eftablifhed a Library for the Ufe 
of the Publick J compofed of the 
Spoils of all the Enemies he had 
fubdued, and not only augmented 
it with Books in all Faculties^ which 
he could procure any way for Mo- 
ney, but likewife adorned it with 
the Images of Learned Men, and 
that of Varri^ amongft others. 

That extraordinary Man Was pof- 
fefs'd of a noble Library, and Cicert^s 
muft be no lefs magnificent, if we 
coiiiider his Erudition, his Inchna- 

tions 
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tions and his Dignity : Bm ir uras 
much improved by that of his Friend 
SP^ jitticush the Poflcflion of ^ich 
inlpired him witli fiichjc^, that be 
looVd upon himfelf to be happier 
than in the En joymeac of all Craffufs 
Wealth, to ufehisown Wcwrds. 

¥kitarchmexiXxovisLuculius'slJL^ 
braryi in his Life, and reprefents it 
as one of the moft conftderable i« 
the World, not only on the fcorc 
of the Namber of Books, bat like* 
ixrife on account of the delightful 
Situation, where it was depoiited, 
and the fine Ornaments with which 
the OwiKr had embelliflied it^ at an 
extrav^ant Expence. 

Cdfar'% Library was worthy of 

hiol ; nor ^uld he think of a more 

<fFe6hial Way of raifing its Reputa* 

ti(»i in the World^^than in giving the 

Chaxge of it to the learned Varr9t 

G by 



L 62 2 

by whofe^Care and Erudition it was 
highly improved. 

jfugujlus founded a fine Library, 
adjoining to the Temple of Apolh^ 
upon Mount Tualatin : It is men- 
tioned by Horace^ Juvenaly and y^r* 
fiuSy as a Place where the Poets re- 

hearfed and depofitcd their Works. 
The firft takes notice of it in the 
chird Epiftle of the firft Book. 

Script a Valatinus quacunque re- 
cepit Apollo. 

The fccond in his feventh Satirei 
where^fpeaking of a wealthy Rogue,' 
who, in order to fave the Premium 
which a poor Poet, atcording to 
Cuftoip, was intitled to, who had 
prefented him with fome Verfcs, paid 
him in Kind s that is, he made others 
for the Poet, he tells us ; that wretch^ 

ed 
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ed Mifer defpifed the Judgment of 
cheLearned on Poetical Works,which 
were ufually rehearfed in that Librji- . 
ry, as was obferv'd before* 

Accipe nunc arteSj ne quid tiii 

confer at ifte 
r^uem colts ^ 5S Mufarum^ A-^ 
foUonis ade reliSta. 

And the third in the Prologue to 
his Satires* 

""^^—^ipfefemipAgmus 
Ad facra vatum^ carmen affer^ 
noftrutn. 

Vefpatian founded a Library near 
the Temple of. Peace, in Imitatiori 
of Cafar and Auguftus. 

According to the relation of fome 
Authors, there Was, at that Time, a 
certain Perfon in Rome whofe Name 

G z wa» 
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was Tryphofh and who> in all Pro 
bability^ was a Bookfcller s but what- 
ever his Occupation might be, he 
was very fond of coUeding Books> 
fcr which we have Martians Tefti- 
mony. 

Non habeoj fed habet Bihliopold 

Tryphm^, \ 

i 

Tyrannhn^s Colledlion mention'd 
beforeyconfifted oS no lefs than three 
Aoufand Volumes, which was very 
tt^n&ierable for a private Man. There 
was another Grammarian in Trajd-- 
ftms Time, callM Epaphroditus, wha 
collected thirty thoufand, if we may 
give Credit to Getlius. 

But the moft magnificent of all 
thefe Libraries was that of Trajany 
which he call'd U l p i a, on ac- 
count of hia Name*. It was founded 

foe 
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for the Benefit of the PuWick, amf^ 
according to the Report of Cardiiial 
Volatetmu that Emperor orderM the 
fliiQlng Adions of Princes, and the 
Decrees, of the Senate, to be wrote 
or mark'd on Pieces of fine Linnen^ 
cover'd with Ivory : And fomc An- 
t^rs afliure us, that Trajan ordered 
all the Books found in the conquered 
Cities, to be cariied toii^^i^^^ in or- 
der to in^rreafe his Library : But i^ 
is mpre probabk, that he was ex* 
cited to it by the younger Vlinyy his 
great F|!v;purite. 

Befidai ^ihefe, there was another 
Confiderable Library at Rome about 
,that Time, which was founded by 
SimonicuSy Preceptor to the Empc- 
ror Gordian. Ifidore and Boetius 
arc exorbitant in their Encomiums 
upon it : They tell us, it confiiled 
of no left than eighty thoufandchoice 

G 5 Ya- 




.euves, aind dut the Place where it 
was dep^^ued, was paved with Mar- 
ble -warned with Gold* the Wail$ 
iaced with Glafs and Ivoiy, andthae 
1^ Armories and Dc^s weft made 
c^ EbcMiy and Cedar. 
- ** 

aHMiajaweaaaBawewia 

, C H A P. V. 
0/t<leLiBRAitics«//Ai' Chri- 
stians (f ti«^J?\<^M: 

^T mnft nm be im^incdi 
I that 1 piopoleto examine 
I tUs Afiur in its 'foil £x- 
' tent i that is, to dear up 
lO *e Wfficuhies that muft occur^ 
v^r^^atd to the Fate of Books, in 
ike Sril Asss of Chitfiiankf . Such. 
» V-avjRtwViaj chaOiosgK the mdft 
^iwitHinl Em£«K*: Lvitl, how^ 
ever,. 




5ver, make all pjy Efforts to gratifjr 
:he Reader's Ciiriofity. 

We muft firit obferve then, that 
ghe Brimitive Chriffians gave therh*^ 
felves but little Trouble^ either ia 
somp rising brcdUddting BcK)ks^ whet 
Bherit was, that they thought it their 
Duty rather to live well than to write 
well*; :or.that the Jerfeeutions of 
*ofc Tijnes did ne^lall&w aayXei-^ 
fine foe th ii : EiKif i I \ Bh( iwluitevxtf 
ihc Reafonwasj thiS!V(f )»ay afiiriii, 
Aat very few x>f/th[em compofed 5 
whidigave Occtfion to Eufebius^uy 
€omplaia in tiiei Jbegianihg ;of his 
WBitivfii I that ifai i»d ': no Guide ui 
condtwSfchim in jdiat Undertaking.. • ; 
it inuft^ Ukcwife, be obferv d, that 
^oughtheSrimidvltChriftians wrotU 
bittr^mr Bodkfe,! tia^tBiU^FjcDrtune ih^ 
f^prived u^ jsveiii i^fth^^ 'either 
Aroiigh Jhcitojiufry cjf. T)xm, i whi«h. 
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iteftroys every thing, or the Malice 
of feme Mifcreants, who were not 
a litde rejoiced to fupprefs Works 
which were authentick enough to 
convince tliem of tiieDifFe^'ehccbe*^ 
tween Strife and Truth, between 
Impofturc and the Purity of the firfl: 
Syftem of Chriftianity. 

It is to thefe Reafons, that we are 
to impute the Lo& of moft of the 
Works of the firftXIhriftianSy wiiofc 
Names and Titles may be ieen in 
St- Jerome and Eufehius. 'To this 
we muft add, that the Learned a- 
mbngft the firfl Ghriftians^ partrcu-« 
larjy thofe who cicchanged the Dark<» 
neis of Pagariifm for the Light cf 
the Gofpel, burnt a great Number of 
Pagan Books, and corrupted many o- 
thers, through a pure Chrifiian Zeal; 
thpfe Books containing impieties and 
Xk»: But they preferv'd iiich ashald 

nothi{]g 
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ifoching contrary to Rel]gion> Matr- 

ficrs, or Faith* 

Of this we have a memorable 

■4 

Example in the Perfbn c^ St« Taul^, 
who read . wkh Pkafiirct and ^luoted^ 
tp great Advantage, the Wc^-ks of 
At at us ^ Cdltmachusr, Menandety^ 
and other Pagan Authors^ wha 
have great Reputation on account 
of their Erudition: and Purity ofi 

. This h\ ti^^Qj^,w,tVL^^i. oyt 
St^^i^flj^ab^ iftt: hijBopfc of Chri-4 
fUan Dextrine, where^ jifter juftify-^. 
iog dbe.Ufe of Pag^n, Authors witfe 
iblid Reafopsy be cites $x. C^priaUf 
La£iantfUS7 VtHorifM^y Opfatus,. 
St. Hilary y and feveral other Wri- 
ters, fomc of whom were then liv- 
ing* who were unanimous, that 
Chriftians may lawfully perule fiicb- 
Works of Pagan Authots as contain 

nothing^. 
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nothing inconfiftent with Truth or 
good Manners j for Trut^ is the 
Property of the whole World 5 and 
as it flowrfrom God, its firft Prin- 
ciple, every one is obliged to em- 
brace it, where-evcr it is found, in 
order to return it to God, as its 
chief End. 

Granting this, we may fay, the 
fkft Chriftians (I mean thofc who 
cultivated Literature, and purfued the 
Paths of' Virtiic Jikewife) had Gol- 
ledlions of Books in all Arts and 
Sciences, except fach as were fup- 
prefs'd for fome particular Reafons. 

It is certain, St. y^^/ was very 
curious in coUcfting as well as 
reading good Books 5 for which we 
have his own Teftimony in his fe- 
cond Epiftle, where he direfts 7/- 
fttothy to bring as many as he could 
to Rontf. We muft likewife be- 
lieve 



i 
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licve he was indebted for part of his 
profound Knowledge to his cxtcn- 
Civc Reading : And the reft, to the 
Precepts of Gamaliel^ by whom he 
was educated, and who was one of 
the moft learned Dodors of his 
Time i and the whole to the Grace 
of God, who was pleafed to make 
kim aVeffel of Eledioni to convert 
the Gentiles. 

It is likewife probable, that St.Taul 
was not the only Perfbn amongft the 
Primitive Chriftians, whom the Love 
of Study had animated to make Col- 
legions. Several of them difcover'd 
the fame Inclinations, of whom 
Origeri claims the Precedence, in re- 
gard to the prodigious Number of 
Books he had collefted, -as well Sa- 
cred as Prophane, as the Multitude 
he had compofed, which alone would 
be fufficicnt to make a Library : And 
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in Truth, no Man ever wrote fo 
niany. This ipade St. Jermie xrj 
with Admiration, in his Letter to 
IPammacbius : ^ms noftrum p0tejf 
$anta legere^quantumilk cmfcripfit ? 
And Tlatina reports, that itx Ama- 
nuenfes who officiated by Turns, 
wo:^ fi^oely Iqfficient to write what 
he diiSated : And yetthefe were fe^ 
conded by feveral leariied VirginSf 
vih€miOfigmlDjmk]i had inftrudsd. 
Whoever is fond of knowing the 
Number of that Great Man's Worksi 
may grat;ify his Curiofity by feeing 
tia^Origeniana oi M. Hmett Abbot 
^ Juhay^ wiu) was Sub*Preceptoc 
to the ^auphiuy Grandfather to the 
prefent French Km% Lewis XV. 
and wrote learned Commeititaries up- 
on jOrigen. Thgre the Curious may 
iee the Life, Works, and Dodrine 
€£ that Father of the Church. 

St. 
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St. Jerome hz^ a valuable Library 
which he carried from Rome to the 
Place of his Retreat, where he pafled 
the Remainder of his Days in Study 
and Devotion. 

Baronius mtnxions that of George 
Bifhop oLjilexandriUy in the Year 
362, which> he tells us, was for* 
nilh'd with all forts of Hiftories, 
Fhilofophical Works, and Com* 
mentaries upon the Chriftian Do* 
Srine. And we are affurcd by the 
fame Author, that Porphyry ordered 
it to be carried from AntUchy by 
the Command of Julian the Apo* 
flate. 

He likewife takes notice of ano- 
ther Library which was founded by 
Alexander Bifhop of Jerufalem^ a- 
bout the Year 252, and was a ve- 
ry extraordinary one. Eufebius mag- 
nifies it very much, and acknowledges 
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dtfiat it was very iifefol to him in com- 
|ia(ing his £ccleftaflical Hiftory. 

We have likewife that of Vi6i(h 
ifinus highly applauded by St. Je^ 

rome *. 

' There was a famous Library at 
^afarea^ ht^ti hj Julius Africa^ 
jmSy and afterwards augmented by 
Eufebius^ Bifhop of that City, to 
:cwcnty thoufend Volumes. Some 
afcribc the Honour to *$*. Tamfhilusi^ 
A Prieft of Laodicea^ and an inti- 
mate Friend <AEufebms\ which that 
jHifiorian ieems to acknowledge, by 
liis high Encomiums upon that pi* 
ous Man, as well for his great La-* 
jbours in coUeding fuch a Number 
4>f Books as his reading and under* 
iknding them perfe&ly well : So that 
he might be xalFd a Walking Li* 
il)rary, and dilFer'd very mnch from 

« 
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him t(3 whom Aufmiut addrtfli^ the 
following Epigram, under the Name 
of Yhilomufie. 

Mmptis quod libris Hbi Bibliopola r^ferta efty 
MagnumGrammaticum^te Pbilomufeputas\ 
Hocgenere 6? chardasj (^ple3ra^ 6f barhi- 

Omnia mercatus^ eras Citbar^dus eris^ 

There are abundance of People of 
this Humoufi and we. cannot liken 
them to any thing more properly, 
than to a crook-back'd Man who 
ifcycr fees his Bunchy 

But, to return to our Sub;efl: 5 
S. Tamphilus^ who was martyt'd, 
applied himfelf fo much to Study 
that he tranfcribed the greateft Pare 
of Origens Works, which were high- 
ly eftcemed by £^i^^/«x.- ' 

That Library was very ufeful !» 
St. Jerome^ in corre<aing the Books^ 
of the Old Teftamenc : And it was 
ifaere he found the GofpeV ol Sx.. Mat- 
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thiW in Hebrew. Some Authors 
tell tis> that Library was difpcrfed 
in fcvcral Places, and afterwards re- 
ftored by St. Gregory Nazianzen^ 
and Eufebm. 

There was a Library at Hippo^vatVir 
tion'd by St, Auguftine : That at An- 
tioch was much celebrated, but it 
was unhappily dcftroy'd by the Em- 
peror Joviany through the Pcrfuafi- 
on of his Confort, a« it is reported 
in the Hiftory of his Life : But with- 
out amuHng ti>e Reader with anj 
more Rdatiofts of this kind, we may 
fay at once that every Church had 
its own Library for the ufc pf the 
Studious, that they might improve 
their Knowledge by fuch Afliftan- 
ces, which would render them more 
capable of inftrud:ing others ; of 
which we have th^ Teftimony of 
EuJebiuSy who aflures us, that mqft 
of all thefe Libraries^ and the Ora-^ 

torieS 
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torfoi where they «rerfc placed, were' 
burnt and deftnoy'd by l^iockjian. 

k is certain, the Sifhops and Friefts 
were very diligent in ci>lervidg the 
OndiiiaAce which required theoi to 
colifid: and pcefenre not only the 
Books of the Old and New Tcftar 
mefit, but libewife all the Works of 
the Do<Aors of the Churchy of which - 
we have a worthy Example in die 
Life of Melko^ Biibop of Sardis; 
who travell'd through all theJEaft: 
in imcch of the Books of tbe Old! 
Teftament. 

It is likewifc reported, ^at after* 
Tantenusj the Stoic Iliilofopher,. 
was converted to the Faiih, he took: 
a Jonrney to the Indies^ where he 
was infer m'di St. Barthokmew had^ 
preached the Gofpel, and in the lame 
Country be found the Gofpel <^ 
St. Matthfw in Hebrew^ which he 

Ha '^>MiS^ 
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What confitms this Relation of 
every Church's having its own Li- 
brary is, that each-maintain'd a cer* 
tain;i:I^umber of Writers, who had 
no^Qtiler Task but to tranfcribe the 
Works of AuthorSy and the Lives of * 
Saints ; which is mentioned in thefirft 
Tome of tHe Councils, to have been 
pradtifed in the Church oi Rame^ 
where, in all Probability, there was 
then a very confiderable Library. 
: Let us now proceed to take a View 
of much greater Libraries than thofe 
we have mentioned ; that is, fuch 
as were founded after Chriftianity 
wa$ either tolerated or eftabliflied by 
JLaw, when the Prpfeflfprs had Lii' 
berty to wri^eand collc(9: at Pleafure j 
and accordingly there fopn appeared 
a great Number of learned Works 
from the Pen6 of Ecclefiafticks : l}u( 
we mw(iobierve, the MoOks bcguft 
to be firft known about that 
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It is catainrthat Pcrfccution and Fear 
gave the firft Rife to that kind oF 
Life : AH the Hiftorians of that 
Period of Time being unanimous^ 
chat great Numbers of Chriilians be^ 
ingcompeird to quit the Cities, where 
they muft' have eittier changed their 
Religion; or be put to Death, took 
Refuge in diftant Solitudes, where 
they lived a long time in the great- 
eft Privacy and Aufterities, fcarcely 
credible, without having any Com- 
munication with one another 5 but 
in the End they embraced the Rules 
of a Monkiih Life, and fo from true 
Monks, as they really were, that is. 
Anchorites and Hermitcs^ they be- 
came a Society under certain Rules 
and Inititutions, which wcrfe given 
to theta by him who happened to be 
the oldeft and wifeft amongft them, 
whom for that £nd they called ^o- 

• 

MSf thatisy their Fathst* 
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Tkis w^ really^ tiie Orig^ial of 
SLeligioos Socieiies $ and I thpugjbt 
my iHf the more oUigpd to &f 
iSinneching of them, as they employr 
ed the greateft Pare of Aieix^fyiittxif 
Tune in eicplaioix^ copyiogt oic m^ 
ccfprecing the Works of the Learii^ 
od ; it is to that ve muft afcribe thie 
great Ni^nber of andent Manuicjipti 
which . are feen in the Libraries of 
Moak« : But we ouift obterveat the 
fame Time, that their Copic§ are not 
very <:orre<3: : And chat through^i^- 
oorance^ and^ perhaps, Intereft too, 
tiKy ipoird a gr<at many Works 
which we (bould he well pleaied to 
have entire » that pernicious Oiftom 
of alteni^ Bocks being carried to 
ft^:h a Height,thac at legmh they fub*^ 
ftitoited Works of their own Inxagip 
natioo, in the room of the ceal ones $ 
which I thoc^ht the more. decdSary 
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to be hinted> as it may ptove an 
ufeful Leflbn to the Learned. 

Let us now caft our Eyes upon 
that famous Library of Cmjtantine 
the Great, which he form'd in the 
Year 336, according to Zonarus. 

That renown'd Emperor being in- 
formed, that the Malice of the Ty- ^ 
rant who governed the Empire be- 
fore him, had deprived the Chrifti- 
ans of a great Number of ufeful 
Books, he gave Diredions to fearch 
for. the Copies which might have been 
made of them $ and after he had ex-^ 
pended great Sums of Moiiey ia 
trahfcribing others, he eftabliffied this^ 
extraordinary Library in the City .of 
Qonftantinople. 

Julian the Apoftatc, who fuc- 
ceedcd him in his Empire, but not 
in his Virtues, dcfigned not only, to 
deprive the Chriftians of the Benedt 
of th^f Library, but Uk^Vvfe o'l ^^ 
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Zeal, as his Induftry : And his Con- 
fort the Emprcfs Athenais^ Daugh- 
ter of Leontim the Philofopher^ con- 
tributed not a little towards that lau- 
dable Defign, by the great Number 
of her fine Poems upon the Vi<aories 
of Theodojius and Arcadiusy which 
were no fmallEmbellifhments to that 
Library, where were the Works of 
St. Ambrofey St. At hanaJiuSj St.Johny 
Patriarch of Conftantinoph^ Sr. Cy-- 
rily St. Auguftifh St. Leoy St. Ba- 
JiU St. Gregory i St. tennis, St. Hil- 
lary, St. ChryfoJIomy and the Works 
of moft of the Fathers. 

In that Library was deposited the 
Copy of the firft Oecumenical Coun- 
cil of Nice, and the Writings which 
, were made ufe of to convince the 
Hereticks, called MmotheliteSy were 

taken out of it. 

• 

A cer- 
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A certain Author infoftns us, that 
Htmer's Wotks wc« thens in Let- 
ters of Gold, and that it was burnt 
when the lAhvaty was deftn^'d by 
ihe hgnclaftsj or linage-^aka>s. 
There was, likewife, a Copy of the 
Gofpcls,. if we may believe another 
Author, with a Gold Covering, and 
adorned with precious Stones, the 
wfaolewei^ng about fifteen P<Hinds. 



CHAP. VI. 

Of the L i^R A RIBS of the ^ar^a- 
rous, or d(wk ^es,of Chrtftianitj. 

SEarc now arrived at aTime, 
I whenthe Sciences, as well 
as all civilized Nations, 
were in danger of being 
deftroyM -by the Goths. Thofe Bar- 
I batims 




fbarians not being content to make 
- War upon Men> but upon Books 
^Ifo, burning them every where 
without Quarter, as if they had 
.been die real Objcdi? of their Fury 5 
^nd they had certainly confum*d them 
alL had not one of them, kfs bru- 
itifli than the re&j interpofed, by per- 
iuading his Countrymen, it would 
fce much better for them to fufFer 
their Enemies to keep their Books, 
being trifling Amufements, fit to ren- 
der Men foft and effeminate. This 
made them deflft 5 but I don't know 
whether his Counfel was falutary, at 
leaft, there is room to doubt of ir. 
It had, however, a good Effe£l: for 
the prefent, fmce it preferv'd a great 
many valuable Works ; but the Bar- 
barians were not reftrained by it fronv 
depriving us of a great many others 
wJhiich probably might clear up a mul- 

titu/ 
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tittKte of Fiads and Paffages that are 
ndw very obfcure. 

It is very likely, that thofe Brutes 
were pufti'd on, to deftroy Books, ' 
by no other Motive but Spleen, or 
pure Malice, fince it produced no 
Advantage or Profit to thcmfelves jr 
fci that we have no Libraries to fearch 
after in that Period, but fuchasefca- 
ped the Fury of thofe niercilefs Mon^ 
fters of the North. 

The firft that falls in the ^ay, is 
that of the Learned CaJJiodorus^ Fa^ 
vourite and Minifter to Thed^oric 
King of the Goths^ who fettled in 
Italjy genera Hjr called the OJira^ 
goths. That illuftrious Courtier be- ' 
ing fatigued with'the Adminiftrati- ' 
on Of publick Affairs, which he had 
condudted for manyYears with great 
Pnidence and Succcfs, retired ta ^ 

I 2 Mo- 



Monaftttry, which he built on pur- 
pofe to pafs away the Retoaindcr o£ 
his Days m Prayer and Study. It was 
there, he founded a noble Library for 
the Monks who Uved with him, as 
he tells us himfelf, io the Preface to 
his Book of Orthography. Much 
about that Time, Pope Hillary y the 
firftof that Name, founded two Li- 
br^iesinthe Church of St. Stephen > 
and Pope Zachary the Firft reftored 
tli^t at St* TeUr\ according to 
^latina.^ 

Some time after, CiMrUnugne 
form'd his in the Ule of Barha^ near 
Lions*. Tdradin tells us^ he furnifh- 
ed it with a great Number of Books 
finely bound : And Sabellicus^ as 
well as Talmerius agree, that he 
placed there, amongft other Manu- 
fcripts, that of St. tennis's Works, 

which 
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« "inflated b,, yZf"^ '■*' 

«»"» of to ni" ""Sftthechrt 
J«« <rf- dK Old ZJ""" *'* Co. 
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correfledthofe Works, which kcms 
to be moft probable, • It is, however, 
very certain that Charlemagne was a 
Prince 6f great Erudition: But I 
am in fome. Doubt, whether tlie 
World has not attributed too much 
to him: Itmuft, indeed, be grant- 
ed that he eredted feveral Collegiate 
Convents in Germany y and furnifh- 
. ed them '^ith compleat Libraries for 
the Inftrudion of Youth : Amongft 

others, that at St. Gal mS wither- 
lundt which was very much efteem- 
eA There was another cftablifhed 
at Fulda hyTepn, through the Ad- 
vice of Bonef actus y the Apoftle of 
Germany J and afterwards very much 
.improved by Charlemagne. It was 
in that famous Monaftery that Ra- 
banus Maurus and HHdebert lived 
and ftudicd . together There was 

ano- 
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.another TLibvar y zt Lawrijfeny nczr 
Worms : But that whkchCharlemagne 
founded at his Palace ziAix laChap* 
elley excelW all the reft 5 yet upon 
his Death-bed he ordered it to be fold, 
and the Money to be diftribu^ed a- 
mongft the Poor. 

Lewis the T^touSj his Son, fuc- 
ceeded him as well in his Great and 
Generous Inclinations, as in his Em- 
pire ; He cheriflied the Arts and Sci* 
ences with all hisJEfForts; and Wfc 
may fay, they reigned with him : The 
* ManateJferoTiy which Luther boaft- 
ed to have had in his Power, and 
has fince be^n depoiiced in the Li- 
brary of Lei^ficy was of that Prince's 
compofingj and though he did 
not found Libraries, to render his 

* i. f . The Cbncordance of the Four EvaDgp-; 
iiik. . 
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Memory more glorious in theWorld j 
yet it muft be acknowledged, he 
ftiftde a great Addition to his Fa- 
ther's. 

There were feveral illuftrious Per- 
fbns in England at that Time, who 
not only coUeded Books, but like- 
wife compofed a great Number 5 and 
Ireland may be faid to have been, 
then, the Seat of the Mufes, fince 
fhc fiipplied ail Europe witliMenof 
Learning, to teach the Sciences ^nor 
was Religion andVirtuelefs cultiva- 
ted in that Ifiand, then called Injula 
SanHorum S? TJoStorum: But we 
have unfortunately loft moft of theur 
Works, through the Iniquity of 
Time, Indolence, or the Fury of the 
Northern Pyrates, who ravaged that 
.Country for many' Years, and de- 
ftroy'd every thing that carried any 

Um- 
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Umbrag<& of Literature^ Npr wuft 
we forget thie fatnbii^ Akuinus^VK- 
ceptor to Charlemagne^ who camp 
to 3P or is with fevcn or eigljt of his 
CompanionSji to tcaotv fuch as were 
inclinable to LcarniiPg, 

Amongfl: qtb^ Lofies, that of the 
Great Library founded zt Xork by 
Egberty Archhifhop of that City/ 
can never be enough regretted. It 
was burnt with the Cathedral, the 
Monaftery of St. Marjty and feve- ' 
ral other Religious Houfes, in the' 
Reign of King Stephen. AlcuinuS 
mentions that Library in his Epiftle. 
to the Church of England. 

There was, at that Time, a Per- 
fon whofe Name was Walters his 
Care^nd Labourt contributed not a. 
little towards Founding the Library 
of the Monaftcrjr of St^ ^/^^»,which 

was 
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was very confiderablc. There was 
another plundered by tht' ^anijb 
Pyratcs. 

ThcLibrary colleacd in the Xllth 
Century, by Richard^de Burgy Bi- 
(hop of T>urhamy Chancellor and 
HighTreaforer of England, defcrves 
the greateft Encomiums. That wor- 
thy JPrelate was much cnamour'd 
with Bppksi of which he made a 
large CoUedtion, and read them with 
a. fervent Zeal, he wrote, a *Trea* 
tife, where he teaches the Method of 
fyrnifning a Library in a fliort fpace 
of Time, and teprefents Books as 
faithful Preceptors, in thefe Words : 

"^ Hi funt Magijirii qui nos in-- 
ftruunt 
Sine virgisy Sf feruUsy fine cho- 
kray 

♦ Pbiliobiblf^n. 

Sine 
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Si'ne pecunia i fi access y nondor^ 

miunty 
Si inquiriSy mnfeabfcondunt^ turn 
Ohmurmurrantyfioberresi cochin- 

nos 
Nefciunty Ji igfidres. 

But we muft obfervc, there was, 
at that Time, a very great Sterrility, 
if we may take the Freedom to ufe 
that Exprcflion, in the Common* 
wcahh of Learning ; the Monks 
having declared War againft Books, 
as the Goths had done before. I am 
-not entcringupon theCaufes of the 
Ignorance of thofc Days, : nor fliall 
I give any Examples of the furprizing 
Height to which it arrived. Thofc 
who have any Curiofity that way, 
may confult Ludovicus Viv£Sy Me- 
lanBhon and Erafmus. It will be 
enough to fay, that Literatjure was 



^ca in :fuch a langtiiihiisg State itt 
Germany t that a Prieft was heard to 
baiiptizc In Nompe T^trJa, Filia^ 
leJr Sfiritus SmuBa. 

This raifed a great Coutroverfy 
amongftr the DcM3:ofs of that Time, 
as if the Baptifm was invalid: At 
kngth tte Difpute was carricdijefore 
Pope Z^chuTjy who was for the 
Affirmative, looking upon the good 
4ntentic»i of xhe Prieft to be fuffi* 
cient. 

So that in that Age of Ignorance 
and Stupidity, we muft rather expedl 
the Deftnufiibn than ;fhe forming of 
Libraries : And in EfFed: 'tis report- 
ed that foinc Priefts having fucceed- 
ed the Monfcs af a certain Abbey in 
Qtrmnnyy rhey oofnfumed the whole 
^CMcenueof the Hoofe, without fpa- 
ring even the Iit««ry, though it was 
one af che bdft-forriilh'd in the World. 

But 
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But as thejce 4s no General R«lc 

without Exception 5 &> we ojay %^ 

jhat DaTiu>ef$ W^s ndt jCo ujiivj^rfaj c> 

yei: all JSi!ijr£5S^,but thata CmVSi^M h 

i«g: fewAHGrWfic^, w^ 
smm fled for &ej[^ under Cmfi^u^ 
tine ^^orpifsmogenkus^ Bmperox .of 
Cot^ntiTwpie. . 

That Great Prince was the P;atro.n 
of theMufes, nor were his Subjedts 
lefi indulgent to them, of fuch In- 
fluence is the Example of a Cover- 
non This raifed'-a mufltitude of 
ieamedMen ^in .Qr^eacey andTtheJBm- 
j)erQr^o,gratify hi« JPaflion Sqtl,p^inr 
ing,employ'd certain Perfons to fearch 
-after Spofcs, every whene, of which, 
4ae Cottnded .a magnificent L,ibrary 
-for the iPubli^ck. file ernployed It 
-great part of his Time in making 
-O&mmefii-plajees of every thing h^ 
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found valuable in Authors, and re- 
ducing them undercertain Titles and 
Chapters: He likcwife contrived a 
Method of ranging together ail the 
Authors that treated upon ilie fame 
Subjedls, with a Summary of each ; 
fo that ac one View, Examples might 
be drawn from them as from a Store- 
houfe, upon any Topick or Emer- 
gency. 



CHAP. VI. 

O/^^^LiBRARiES that have been 
founded Jince the barbarous Ages. 

|HE Sciences were com- 
pell'd to dcfertGrwff, up- 
on the Turks taking Con- 
' fiantimple. That Cata- 
fiiophe produced a hirpri^ing Change 
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in the Commonwealth of Learning* 
Greece^ fo celebrated for Literature 
during fo many Ages, was foon over^ 
caft with Ignorance and Barbarifm, 
wiien fhe fell under the Domioioh 
of the Infidels. On the other hand, 
as the Corruption of one thing is 
the Generation of another ^ to ufe 
the. Language of the Schools, tlie 
other Parts of E^r^y^^ begun to cul- 
tivate the Arts and Sciences, after a 
long Courfe of brutiih Ignorance 
and Darknefs. 

The Taking of C^»/?/^;^//;?^/<?for-' 
ced a great Number of learned Gre^ 
dans to fly for Refuge to Italy ^Francey 
and Germany y where they were kind- 
ly received, and where they taught 
with great Succefs: As Theodore 
Gazay Emanuel Chryfolorasy George 
Trebizonde^ Lafcarisy Befarion^ 
John ArgyropiluSy appointed Pre- 

K 2. ceptor 



eeptof to Lawrence de M edict Syhf 
his Father Cofmade Medic is^ with j^ 
great Number of others^ diftinguifh- 
cd for their Merit and Learning, by 
whofe Care and Induftry the Weft 
Part of Europe made great Progrefs- 
in all Branches of LiteraturCiS whici* 
made Argyropilus fay, upon- hearing, 
the learned ReuchliHy Graciu nojtra 
exitio^ tranpvolavif Alpes : Whiclv 
muft be attributed to the great Nam^ 
ber of good Books they brovight to^ 

abied lis to read their Author, where 
we foandTreafuf es of excel 1 en tLearn-^ 
rng : So that we muft naturally ex-* 
pedt Works of Literature and Li- 
branch In that Age fo favourable to 
Letters, the Glory of which Ihou'ldf 
be atffibutcd to the Princes tliien' 
feigning $- for nothing is more unde- 
niable than this, tha? th'c generous In- 

clinations 
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clinations and Condud: of Princes 
give Life and Vigour to Learning and 
Induftry^ in all well regulated Go- 
vernments : So that we may fay» 
in whatever Period of Time the 
Worid received new Lights or IoXp 
provements in Learning, the *Obli* 
gation is owing to the Humour of 
Princes, who derived more Gloiy 
from their Knowledge than their 
Scepteis. 
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C H A P. VII, 
Of the L I BRA R I E s (^/'-Denmark 

and thi Niorth. ' 

?H ERE are fome valuable 
Libraries at Copenhagen. 
Ttie firft that was fount^- 
ed there was that of Hen- 
ry Rantzau, a 'Danifh Gentleman, 
of whofe llluftrious Family was de- 
jccnded the rcnown'd Marihal RajU-' 
jsau} and wemayiay, they were as 
much diftingui{hcd for their Love of 
Learning, as their Military Exploits. 
That Great Man who founded the 
Library of Copenhagen, was ib much 
cnamour'd with Books, that Reading 
was his darling Plcafutc, which he 
inti- 



intimates in the following elegant 
Lines that difcover his Judgriientj as 
'well as his fine Tafte. 

Salvete aureeli met lihelli 5 
'- Me£ delicti met Leporih ^ 
§i^afk i)os fap^ oculis jwOat w- 

dere^ 
Ei tritos manibtis tenet e nofttis ? 
• Tot vas eximiij tot eruditiy 

t^rifci lumina fieculi & recentiu 
Gonfecere vith fusifyue "vobis 
Aufi credere lucubrationes ; 
JEtJperare decus perennefmptisi 
*'- Neque hdcirrkaj^sft^liitiilos. 



■> . - 



Bcfides i?^/js&i»'s L&dtiy); .t{ici!e 

is a very extraordinary one in the 

Univerftty of Copef^ageUf'^hx^ has 

ibeea^augfiiented j&bmTimfc tj| Tiine 

-by. the Libwality of feVeial Bene- 

■-- • * 
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ed a fine Library ^tj^tockbalm^ where 
may be fecn one. <rf the firfl: Tran^ 
fcripts of the Alcoran > or, accord- 
ing to fome, the Original, which one 
of the Turkifb Sultans fcnt to the 
Momm Emperor i but tke Story does 
not feem very probable. 

\Polan4 alfp may bc^ of her Li- 
braries, having two tHat are very 
COnfKle*abIc> on^ at ^/4?4, fooaded 

by fevcrai Kings of lP^/4?854 ac(¥>rd- 
in^toCramrzxK^BQi&ius^ and the 

other at Ct4^€^. 

Jijlpt.^^ vc .fey lelfe of 3^ri^^ 

the prefent King having a nwft mag- 

tiificesitiCdlllb^ion, .which is not a 

iinle^ adovni^d by a Manufcript of 

jilii^i &i^ Di^^ con* 

^uixSiT^ ia&iu&daiis ta imi Son. for 

-governing jh^ Boople, npoea the Priii- 

ciplcs of Chriftianity. / : . : 

The 
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The Duke of Halftein Gottorp"^ 
jLihrary is ejccccding beautiful, and 
wcH fumifhcd with curious Books 
and Manufcripts, and his Cabinet of 
Rarities can fcarccly be exceird. 

It is foectadn,. tflascr weire: na B^oks 
of LitiBcamire in Mm^v/^ except 
fome religiGAse Tra6te m Seh^tiimi^ 
-^hfch was Qficc ar verj? e^ttenfive Lan- 
guage, noii^ fcicccly, any Fe€t£fteps of 
ef Learmfig in fever ai Parts of thai 
Empircy 'tHl tiieRcigji' of Tetar th« 
Great, to wfacxTe In^moitsd Glory it 
muft be iaid, ttiat adiidil Arms and 
War, he had nothing more at Hoirt 
than cultivating the Sciences; and 
no foon^r did he find hicufidf di&n« 
gaged from a long and bloody War> 
but he fonil'd a Plan of ejKabli(hing 
Academies in feveral Parts of kis 
Dominions: That at Tetersburgh 
defervcs the greatcft Applaufc ; there 
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the Arts and Sciences are taughtwith 
Succcfs, the Profeflbrs having large 
Stipends and . extenfive Privileges : 
And that nothing might be wanting 
to adorn U, that Great Prince and 
his Succeflbrs fettled a large Fund for 
a Library, which is furqrifhed with 
Books in all the Sciences. 

The Royal Library at Teterjbofj 
is equal to any Prince's in Europe s 
but we may fay, the Cabinet of Jew- 
elS) Curioflties, and Rarities, fur^ 
jpaflcs any thing of the kind except 
thofe of Ver failles and Florence : 
And, to the Honour of the Princcfs 
who now fills the Ruffian Throne, 
it muil be faid, ' that her Glory is no 
lefs brilliant for her furprizing Suc- 
ccfles in War, than a juft and fincere 
Regard to the Intereft of Learning, 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. VIII. 

Of the Libraries of the'^^ 

theilands. 

gH E Publick Library ^x.JnC- 
1 fterdam would be much 
more ufeful thaa it is, 
. were the Books ranged 
more methodically J but the Misfor- 
tune is, they cannot be perufed with- 
out too much Trouble : The Col- 
ieftionis, however, very valuable. 

The Jefuits Library at Jntwerp, 
and that of the Francifcan Monks 
arc very curious. 

There arc . three CoUcftions of 
Books at Bruffelst fDevenUr, and 
^orcum in fVeft-FrieJland, where 

■ 3 - "^ : :^ 



is to be fccn the Manufcript of the 
Gofpeb vrhich St. Bamface^ the 
Apollle of Germany y made ufc 
of in converting thePoopk of that 
Country,, where he fufFer'd Mar* 
tyrdom with ^fty-two of -hi^Com- 
panions. . Guiehardm tells us, that 
all the Defccndants of the Murdcr- 
crcrs of *l\at ^int -have a white 
Wart upon their ^ces: But \ will 
fiot ^warrant the Truth of this Re- 
lation. 

The Moiifcs of St. ^ef^bzvc a 
liibraiy at ^GhenU ^s Ym^ aifo the 
"^efnmMm and 4be CarmeUt^s. 

Thcreis *a library at a Mon^ilcr 
^ ^between ^nnkit^k^nA Newpont^ 
^hith is &td to be very faofious for 
its great Number of ^anufQnpts. 

That at ^Gem^hmrs \s in great 
^BAetm, on account of ics anc4ent 

>:to ybi0U Br dfifms m^ 
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fcvcral learned Writers had often 
recourfe. 

The Library at Harderwick is no 

•...•• ' .... ,' . . ' 

lefs celebrated for its curious Coi- 
feftioii of SyriaCj Jrabicky and C>&/- 
ne/e Writings. 

. That'^at Tpires was burnt by tlie 
Image' Breakers y^ but it was after- 
ivards re-eftablifhcd. 

There arc at Liege the Libraries 
of the Abbeys of St. James and St. 
Benedidf. 

There is a Manufcript Bible in 
that at Louvamy which Cardinal 
Bejfarion beftowM upon the Doiftors 
of that Place, in Acknowledgment 
for the kind Reception they gave 
him. . ; 

The Jefuites Library in the fame 
Place is very fanious for a Number 
of Greek Manufcripts, a great part 

of which was the Gift of Jufius 

L X.ijjiu^'^ 
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Lipjiuh who had a Library , much 
more valuable ' for the CHoice ' of 
Books than their Number: * He left 
his Gr^^^Manufcripts to the Fathers 
of the ' Convent of LdujuaiUj ' aiid' 
the Remainder to his Sifter V Son. 

The Library of Anthony Thyjius^ 
at Ley deny was firft private,' and af- 
terwards Publick 5 and was beftow'd 
upon the celebrated Univerfity found- 
ed there by William Prince of Orange. 
It is-highly' eftcem'd for its Greeks 
Hebrew J Chaldean^ Syriac^ Terji- 
any Armenian^ and Ruffian Manu- 
fcripts, which Jofeph Scaliger be- 
queathed to that School, where he 
was, many Years, Profeflbr : Nor 
is the Complutenjian Bible a fmall 
Ornament to it : It was given by 
Philip the Second of Spainy to the 
Prince of Orange ^ who made a Pre- 
£cnt oi it to the Univerfity. The 
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Library has been very much im- 
proved by that of Holmannus the 
Second, who was DiviJiity>Profcflbr 
in the Univerfity. Golius \\^s t)\x\> 
iHhed "a '.Catalogue of all the Manu- 
fcripts in that Library,.* * There are 
feveral^pther considerable Libraries 
in ihz Netherlands^ paricularly at 
Middleburghy Yongeren^ Utrecht^ 
and Zutpheriy which are to be more 
efteem'd on the fcore of their Ule- 
fulnefs than their Number, as was 
obfervM before of feveral other Col- 
le(^ons. 



L z . chap: 
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C H A p. IX. 

Of the moji valuahlel.\-B)i. MLi^s 
in Germany. 

^jy^^HAT at Frankfort up- 
fej^T t?^ on the Oder^ is niych 
lf-f^?rr^',5 cfteemcd ; as is the Li- 
^^<.i^ brary at Leij>fick, con- 
Jifting of the Manufcfipts of rlie 
three Monafterics, called in Lat'in^ 
Velenfe, 'Pergamenfe, Chemnifenfe : 
I.toft of which are wrote upon 
Parchment, A Catalogue of them 
\vas printed at Leipfic in 1670. 

The Library of Straiburgh is ve- 
ry confiderable ; it was begun by 
0/>&(?Bilhop of that Place, who was 
<ie/ccnded from the Earls of Fran- 
^ama, /b wejl known, vnUvft-oi-j. 
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halt defervcs our Notice 5 Henry 
KitOHt^ haa given us a Catalogue 
of it. 

The Duke Of /ir/r»«^ 
been vety ni^eh ai^m^ined by th* 
GotIe<aion xjfhteh ^'ofsn^-fredmcK 
Eledtor of Sy^&nfi btft^w'd upon 
him. 

There is a Librrfiury; at Ti^igm, 
which was not a little imprpyed by 
that of Lfms Grempius the Civi- 
lian, which he^, bequeathed to tl^ 
Academy of that City. 

There is one a; Bafil \n Switzerr 
land^ \f\^tr^ liiay be feen a Mahu- 
fcript of the ISIew Teftafnent, la . 
Letters of Gold ; which was very 
ufeful to Hrafmus in correfting the 

Verfion of that Divine Book. 

«■ « . ■ . 



I M4 3 

- The Library o^Hek^Jkdisvtij 

curious. :.:..:.>;: , 

That of the Eleftor of Bavaria 
is worthy of that Prince's Great SouU 
ivko can poflefs nothing tlxit is not 
roagnificent- It confiffe of tltvcti 
Thoufand Vblupes, sdorned with 
every thing that is fplendid. ' 

The Libraries of Jena^ Turingem 
and Lofvingen in Swdbia, are very 
confiderable^ 

The Library of the Duke of Wol- 
fenbuttei confifts of the Libraries of 
Marquardus Freherus^ loachim Clu- 
teny ^^^ other ; curious CoUedors. 
It is very confidcrable in the Num- 
ber and Goodnefs of the Books, and 
xh& Manner of difpofing and placing 
them ; which is perfojrm'd to thp 
greateft Advantage. It confifts, "ds 
/ am iijform'd, oi one hundred and 



(ixteen .Thoufand Volumes, and two 
Thotifand Latin j Greek j and He^ 
kr£wMzmxkni^ts. .. 

That of his VruffianlA^)t^Y con- 
fifts of more fioolc^ than the Duke 
of tVolferibuneT^y and they are, be- 
fides, much better bound. 

The Archbifliop of SaltsdfurgFs 
is very beautifuL 

The Eleftor Palatine i is not fo 

« 

inconfiderable as it was formerly, 
but it is well furniflied with a great 
Number of Books. 

There is a Library at Ratishn^ 
where, amoi^ Other CuriofitieSi 
therp is a Manufcript of the New 
Teftament in Gold Letters. 

We muft not forget the Libraries 
of Erafmus^TyameibMh^ zxaiFecbe 



^^^ 



We fhall conclude this Chapter 
with his laiperial M^c&f^LH»^vy 
at Plennay contakiing an.liundccd 
Thpofend Volumes : Ncrr j^s thijs ftir- 
prizhig, when we confid^^ i% ha» 
been augi^cntped from Time mTimje 
with twelve librariesi^f learned Men^ 
There are in it a prodigious Number 
of Manufcripts in Greek, Hei^rew^ 
uirabiCy Turkifliy znd ZuftJn.^ ^M. 
Lambettus ha$ publinYed a Catalogue 
of the whole, and bngraved the'Fi- 
gures in tKeManufctipt?, but they 
are not of much Importance: 

TTiis tibrary^ o^^d^ its Fouhdktion 
to the Ertiperot Ma^0^liaky in the 
' YeaF t4^o. It is d^^poflted in eight 
large Apartments!, contigtious to 
which dicre is another for Medals 
and other. CiariofKies^c tbe^ moff re^ 
markable of which is a large Bafon 
of Emerald. 
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This Libnry was very much aug- 
mented and enriched by the late 
Prince Eugene's, coniifting of one 
hundred and fiftyThoufandVolumcs. 

There are a great many other va- 
luable Collections in the Hands of 
private People in Germany i but I 
think there has been f:nough faid of 
the Libraries of that Country, anfl 
fowewill prpcccdtothofeof irdffff. * 



G H A P. X. 
0//^tf Libraries ^France. 

I H E R E are a great Num- 
i ,,^ ber of beautiful ColleilL- 
^&fl <ws in J^ormsad}/.. The 
'^ ' Jpfuites have two at Reajk 
of grrat Valine. The Cordeliers 
have another at Qaen^ ^4^ "Caas- "^V 
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the Monks of Ardenne is furnifhed 
with a large Number of good Books. 

Thtre is one at Orleans for the . 
Ufe of the Germans. The ^omi^ 
nicans have another at Lions ^ which 
was St. Tagninus'Sy yhtvtSixtus 
of 4$^/^;^^ tells' us, he faw the Fourth 
Book of the Maccabees in a Greek 
, Manufcript. 

There is a Library in the Monaftc- 
ry of St. Francis^ near Angers. 

There is a Library at Geneva^ in 
which are a great Number of anci- 
ent Books, amongft others, a French 
Bible above three Hundred Years 
old. 

There was formerly at Aix^ a fa- 

mous Library of M. Teirejque% a 

Counfellor of the Parliament of that 

PJ^cc, and one of the moft generous, 

as well as moft curious^* GwxxS^^^^ 
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:Of the Age. GaJJendus wrote ^his' 
Life, and. has left us a Defcriptiqn 
: of his Library, which was fold at 
Tavist . . f „ . ' 

The Jefuitcs Library at "fqurnon 
is very coiifidcrable. .'. ,_ .^ 

M* Madrohy one of the Coun* 
fellors in the Parliament of Tholoufei^ 
had a very fine one. r 

At ^ifon arc thofe of M. de la 
Marre znd' M. Lentin, both Men 
of cohfummate Merit/ , 

The King's Library at Taris is al- 
*' moft ineftimable, arid indeed that 
City might be called New Athens^ 
the Seat of the Mufes, whilft it-was 
under the Protedtion of one of the 
Greateft Kings [that ever was, who 
made it his principal Study to culti- 
vate Letters and reward Men of 
Lcarningt 
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There is nothing wanting to com^ 
pleat this Library, which is equal to 
any in the World in Number and 
Goodnefs of Books and Manufcripts 
in all Languages. 

I will not amtffe the Reader with 
a Detail of every thing Angular or 
extraordinary in that CoUedlion, in 
regard to the great Exycnce of Time 
which muft be cniploy'd in fuch an 
Undertalting. It may be ftifficient 
to obferve, that M. Colbert omit- 
ted nothirtg that might either aug- 
ment or embellifli it, to gratify the: 
generous Inclinations of his Augufl: 
Maftcr. There is a great Number 
of Hebrew Manufcripts in that Li- 
brary, part of which v^ctp M. Gau- 
mius's. Thefe in Arabic^ Greeks 
ZTidLatsn^ are faid to be no leiS than 
ten Thoufandi exduitve of thofe that 

3 



i; 121 3 

regard the Hiftory and Affairs of the 
Kingdom. 

There arc above forty Thoufand 
printed Books, all, ormoftof them 
very valuable ; as is the Colledion 
of Medals, which furpaflfes any other 
in the World, except that at Flo^ 
fence ^ there being great Numbers in 
all Sizes and Metals, as well Ihcient 
as modern. There likewife may be 
fccn M. Villeloiri% Book of Prints, 
the Manufcripts of Count Bethune^ 
the Tomb of CM^/(?r/V, a great Num- 
ber of graved Stones, curious Shells, 
,andfeveral Books of Miniature, and 
the famous Burning- Glafs known eve- 
ry where for its furprizing EflFe(9:s. 

There we fee likewife the CoUedti- 
on of Books of the Great Prince of 
Cond^y who join'd the Love of Arms 
with that of the Sciences, few Prin- 
ces having ever exceVV (i \\v«v €vCs>Kt 
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in War or in Knowledge. It is fur- 
nidied with a great Number of ex- 
cellent Rooks and Greek and Ijitin 
Manufcripts. It was begun 4)y his 
Father, one of the mofl learned Men 
of his Time ; and the Son inherit- 
ing his great Genius, was very. affi- 
duous in enlarging it. 

^9Hs may like wife boaft of the 
late Cardihal of Bouillons Library, 
which was augmented by that of the 
Academy of Sedcm^ which the late 
King beftow'd upon him, and which 
was well furnifhed with good Books 
^nd Manufcripts : So that this Li-, 
brary was not inferior to any in Eu- 
rope in the Hands of a Subjeft. But 
that Cardinal having had the ill For- 
tune tolofe the Favour of L^^/VXIV. ^ 
^nd to be banifhed, his Books were 
parried away to encrcafe the King'« 
JLibrary. 
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Cardinal Mazarines Library muff 
not be paflcd over in Silence, fince 
few exceeded it : But it was almoft 
entirely deftroy'd, during the Siege 
of VariSy and the Calamities of that 
Time. After the Storm was allay'd,^ 
great Diligence was ufed to recover 
the Books that were carried away by 
Theft, or Violence $ which had fa 
good an EfFedl that the Library was 
fpon re-eftabliflied, and is now in 
great Eileem: But it is certain, the* 
b«ft Books were taken away to en-- 
rich the King's Library 5 the Re- 
mainder is in the College of the Four 
Nations^ and is placed in a very beau- 
tiful Situation. It is given out, there 
are no lefs than ten Thoufand Vo- 
lumes in it wrote by Protcftant Au- 
thors. This Library, which was 
formerly look'd upon to be one of 
the complcateft in Europe-^ xw^sfoc^^ 
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finiihed, though there were fifty 
Thoufand Volumes in its not: muft 
we forget to obferve that it was 
founded upon that of M. T>efcordes. 

There is a prodigious Number of 
other Libraries in Taris which arc 
very conllderafale, and which fuch 
Strangers as iiave a Paflion for Let- 
ters ought neceflarily to vifit. 

M. Galois^ in his Treatifc of Li- 
braries, mentions feveral private ones \ 
but moft of tiicm have changed Hands, 
and the Pubhck would, undoubted- 
ly, be highly obliged to any curi- 
ous Perfons who would publifh a 
Catalogue of fuch Collcdlions as 
have changed either Places or Matters 5 
in the mean Time we have thought 
proper to exhibit the following : 



M CoU 



The^r^Wji?>pp<j^ M. R^^^ 

Parif%' 'y. i.\ 



M. Talons. . , 
The Bifliop of Co- 

M. Huet% 

Ahhot jbourdehPsy M. Sahfsj 



M..iRr#wi'^ .1.1 
M. iff Ti&ew's* ' 



IMf. F9tmentuif%y 
M:MeHda% 

M. faurifi 

M. GroJk^%^ 
M. Mor€au% 
P. Petau\ 
M. Fieuherfsj . 
P. Mdlbrancbe% 

M. Henneguiut^y 



M a 



M. Boutbtf'uft^ ' 
IM. CMifiwtittjSy 

M. meHufSy 
M. J^Odft^ 

^yVEfc^€f^y 

Mtf Gmitega^s^'\ 

M. Lotim\ 
M. pouquet\ 
M, Af^7ff's, 
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M. Ribaudou% M. HardPs^ 
M. Lambi^Sy M. Megrin^s^ 

M. Du Frefn^s^ M. Calgresy 
M. Cbandelier^Sj And many others* 

Here wc muft obfcrvc, that no 
CoUedion of Books has a Right to 
be put into the Rank of Libraries, 
except it contains a great Number of 
Volumes, and iis diftributed into cer- 
tain QafTes, to avoid Confuiion. 

3ut asit may be difficult for a pri- 
vate Perfon to have every thing that 
is necellary to form a Library ^ it is 
fufficknt for him to make a Collecti- 
on of fuch choice Books as are in 
"JSj^cem with the judicious* . 

.Slljitr choice Collections are fit on- 
ly tof^Obigets, of which there arc 
foihc yetjr 'fiSlHbus in the Hands pf 
private Pebple^j' particularly that of 
M' <sietnehtiy'^o has a Quantity 
of .Bodks of! p^viccs'.aiid Caroufelc 

• u...."..j J. k •• ^ •' vv \- 

;j51 k X ^-^ 
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which, perhaps, cannot be found to- 
gether in any other private Pcrfon's 
Hands, nor perhaps in any Princess. 
M. le Marchaud' slather left hiitt 

four hundred Volumes of Plants, all 
very extraordinary 5 Which was a very 

curiou^Collc(aion for a privatePcr fon« 
We (hall now conclude our Re- 
lation of the Paris Libraries, with 
thofc of t;he Rel%ious Societies^where 
there is a very great Number. 

The fi^ft is that of the Soriafme^ 
and may, without Contradi£tion, be 
faid to be one of the moft flouriih^ 
ing 'miBurape* It confifts of that of 
/fhe Houfe, (which was, indeed, ve^ 
ryinconfiderablc) M^7)efro{;ke\ and 
theDvke oi Richelieu'%1 So that it 
muft be very magnificent, as well for 
Number as Goodnefs. There are in 
it, all Editions of the Holy Scriptures, 
with a great man^ Maxi\)i^t\^\%Sx^ 



j^ :ThiefCf*is.itnoihdr>Libm5y: inlfte 
ii^pef oioft Apiittacht of tbc^Houfe, 
fl^ofe.tS-wfcinfUmiffiwl kfith a gleat 

%f The fecbha v^ltabfe tifeiraiy <Jf 
jh^ iK^igidiK ^cieties^ity^ni-jfir^' is 
AMt jctf) the 'Golkgc x)f Nan^Jrre, 
mhkh fbtmefly was not inferior in 
my refped to that of ^e Svrbofmiy 
nor, indeed, to any other, either io!r 
^tunhcf of BookS) or ftalrity of 
Mannfcripts, of >v7hidi tkey have hO 
«fihallc61k6ion# Itis rc|>cmd, thens 
arefin tidstliibcaryrtwa anci^iitiJ^itK 
«uf(;ti|>tfc 1 of St. Tduijs £{»tiUe^^t6 
»hc People of Z^io^r*. 5. : V 

The third is that of ^i. ViSk^y 

iwhich vras cftabiilhed by Francis I. 

for the Ufe of the Poblick 5 and k 

^loay^ tnieed,: be jaftly faid^^that it 

^^/vrcii^ m inilauiiotv^i dye Poblick 
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receiving great Benefit by it. I will 
make no Encomiums upon it, ^ncc 
its Value and Ufefulnefs are univer- 

« 

faliy known : It is enough to fay, 

there are few Libraries furnirtied with 

• 

better Books, having a great Num- ^ 
ber of Latin Manufcripts, with the 
\yorks offeveral Authors of the mid. 
die Ages, who were educated in the 
Houfe. This Library was much im« 
proved by M* B^urn^viUfty who ht^ 
queathed ail bis Books tothe Society* 
The fourth is that of the Jefuites 
of the Coll^ of Clermont^ which 
is likewife very confiderable, cfpc'^ 
daily in Books of Philology : A- 
mongft the reft, the Hiftory o( Spain 
complete 5 feveral Manufcripts, par- 
ticularly, that of the leflcr Prophets, 
finely adorn'd with Obetisks and 
Afterisks. There are likewife in 
that Library, fevtraV oixvo\\iVKs,^'^'^* 
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The 6fth is that of the Benedi£fines 
of the Abbey of St^ Germains des 
yr^-ss which is not lefs confiderablc 
than, the others, either in Number 
of good Books, or Antiquity.of Ma- 
nufcripts; amongft which are St.^«- 
guftine^s Works, thofe of Teter 
Lombards Majier of the Sentences^ 
the Bible which, they fay, was ufed 
by the Cardinal oi Lorraine and5^- 
s&a^ at the Conference of ^oiffii a 
Book of Cyphers, which is attributed 
to QicerOi and which St. Cyprian is 
faid to have made ufe of; a Book of 
Pfalms, which we are afliiredy the Em- 
peror J^ijiin bcftow'd upon St. Ger^ 
main^ with. a great many other an- 
cient ManufcriptSy which render the 
Library very famous. 
. The fixth is that of the Fathers of 
the Oratory, in the Street of St. Ho- 
^ar^, to whotsi M. Sanci gave a great 
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Number of Hebrew Books, amongft 
others, a Samaritan 'Pentateuch, 

1 

which is very beautiful : There are 
alfo a great many Hebrew Bibles in 
that Colledion which were bought 
for M. Sanciy by Rabbi Jacobs and 
Tietro de la Valle. 

The fevcnth is that of the Monks 
of St. Genevieve. 

The eighth is that of the Bene-- 
dfBines of the Abbey of St. ^enis 5 
but it is not fo condderable as it was 
before the Wars of ^ariSy in which 
it fuffer'd very much. 

The ninth is the Cordeliers y which 
is reported to contain twelve Thou- 
fand Volumes 5 and on one fide of it, 
isthcCoUeftionof Manufcripts,moft 
of them Greek, the greateft part of 
which was given by Queen Catherine 
de Medicis ; and on the other fide, 
are the Latin NL^wx^ctv^^s. ^Xn^^^s^ 



^««^v 



were printed by jil^iks Macnutius 
and the Stephens's. 

The tenth is that of the JacobtTis 
in the Street of St. Honor e^ which 
is furnifhed with a Quanticy of good 
Books, and ranged advantageoufly. 
Fame would have it there are fonae 
Manufcriptsof St, Augujiine sW oiks 
in that Place. This Library is of a 
late Foundation, and was compleat- 
ed in a very (hort (pace of Tiine 5 
and though it is already furnifhed with 
a great Number of Books, yet it is 
daily improving. 

The eleventh is that of the Capu- 
chins of Marais. 

The twelfth is that of the Minims 
of Tlace Roy ale. 

. The thirteenth is that of the bare- 
footed Augujiines. 

There arc feveral other Libraries 
which are very eonfiderable on ac- 
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count of their Number of Books; 
their Antiquity, orGoodnefs, or the 
Scarcity andValue of the Manufcripts. 
Such a.grcat Number of Libraries 
verifies the Encomium I made before 
upon TariSy in fayijig, (he was the 
Athens of our Times, and the true 
Seat of the Mufes^ There never was 
a City with fo many Libraries, not 
even Rome it fcif, in the Reign of 
Auguftus^ when Sciences were very 
much cultivated; which, in fome 
meafure, demonftrates that they re- 
ceived more Encouragement under 
the Government of Lewh XIV. but 
his Succcffor, the prefent French 
King, has not hitherto difcov^r'd any 
Inclination either towards learned 
Men 01 Books. 



N eVLK^. 
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C H A P. XI. 

0/f;&^ Libraries (?/* Italy, and 
^articularljf the Vatican. 

H E R E is a celebrated Li- 
brary at Venice, general- 
ly called St. Mar k\v/hcrc 
we are told the Gofpel of 
that Evangelift, writ with his own 
Hand, is dcpofited, having been a 
longTinie prefer v'd at ^quila.whctc 
iie planted the Faith, and afterwards 
removed to Venice. There arc abun- 
dance of Manufcripts in that Library. 
There are likewife in that City, 
the Libraries of Cardinal Bejfarion 
and Tetrarch^ which thofc two 
Creac Men bequeathed to thcRepub- 
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lick: They are depofited in the 
Place where the Mint is, and have . 
been applied towards augmenting that 
which the State wredled there. 

Some private People in Venice 
have very confiderable Libraries^ and 
fome Communities likewifc 5 but I 
will not detain the Reader with a 
more particular Relation of cither, 
in regard there is nothing in them 
that is ftngular or fcarce. 

Vadua abounds with Libraries; 
it was indeed always celebrated for 
its Univcrfity and the great Number 
of learned Men either born or edu- 
cated in it. 

There arc in that Place the Libra- 
rics of St. Juftin^ ^t. Anthony^ ^i. 
John de hater an. Sixtus of Siena 
tells u$> he faw in the latter a Copy 
of St. Paul's Epiftle to the 5t.ci?^W 

1^ 2. ^"^ 
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oi Laodicea^ and that he made an 
Extract of it. 

The Library of the celebrated John 
Tinelli was at T^adua not long 
Jince, and I cannot well proceed 
without faying fomcthing of both. 

That Great Man fettled zx^adua^ 
as the Habitation of the Mufes, and 
died there in i6oi. He had a pro- 
found Knowledge in all the Scien- 
ces, and a violent Inclination for 
colleding Books, btkt much moreta 
read them for Improvement \ as it is 
related in an Extraft of his Life» 
which the late M. TatiUj the Phy- 
iician, had in his Hands. . 

But the /^»fr«iiJ being infofm'd 
that 'Tinell$\ Heirs were carrying a- 
way his Library to Na^les^ they 

thought proper to feizc the beft Ma- 
nufcriptsin it. The CoIic<9ioh con- 
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-ftftcd of an hundred Volumes, of 
which there were fourteen of Ma- 
nufcripts, and above three hundred 
Commentaries upon all the Affairs 
Of Itafy. 

The Magiftrate that was employee! 
in that Seizure endeavoured to |ufti- 
fy his Conduft by alledging^ that al- 
though the Senate had indulged Sig'^ 
nor Vmeilimth Priviledgc to dilpofe 
of his Books, in regard to his Qua- 
lity and M^rit,^ yet that it was fbr 
the Intereft of the Republick,, con- 
iidcring the thorough Initght he had 
cf their Affair^ <not to &^st the 
Ohfervations that he had taken flrorfi 
their Archives or 'Records,- tc^bcpub- 
Klhed after his Dca^h. ^B^!Pm^//^s 
Meirsiiavingtemonftr^Bi ag^iiaft thit 
Proceeding y ^ic 'Scfiate contcnBi 
tbcmfeJvcs witK titv bwciteA /eS.'*fes 



Commentaries, tvhich were depo- 
fued in a particular Apartment with 
this Infcription 5 

^ecerpta h£c^ imperto SenatuSy 
ex Bibliotheca Vinelliana. 

jP/^«iPr«J is repeated to have been 
the firft Founder of the Library of 
VadnUy in. which are a multitude of 
Manufcripts, and Thoma::^mus hz% 
favouf'd us with a Catalogue of the 
whole, in his Bibliotheca. 
. There is a magnificent Library at 
Ferrara^ with a great Number of 
ancient ManufcriptS;, and other curi- 
ous Monuments of Antiquity, as, 
/Statues, Paintings, Medals, Silver, 
Gold, and Brafs Coins, which were 
chiefly collected by Veter Ligorius, 
the famous Archited, and one of the 
anoft learned Men of his Time. . . 
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But the moft remarkable thing ra 
this Library is the Tomb of Calms 
CalcaguinuSy >vbo lived in 1249. 
This extraordinary Perfonwas fo 
much in love with colle(9:ing and * 
reading Books, that he had no other 
Employment 5 but his Zeal carried 
him fo far, that, like the Mifer who 
defired to be buried in his Silver, our 
Italian would be interred in his Li- 
,brary, which he bequeathed to the 
Fublick \ and though the Publick has 
rarely been obfcrv'd to abound with 

an Excefs of Gratitude, yet here they 
not only augmented their Patron's 
Library, but ordered the following 
Infcription to be engraved on the 
Frontifpiece, in Honour to his Me- 
mory. 

Cum Calius Cakuaginus nihil 
tnagis opt aver it ^ q^mm de amwJw^^^ 
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fro f(ntun£ cafu^ 4^ptimh mereri % 
decedens BUdiothecamj in qua mul^ 
tl maScitnam etatis fartem egit^ in 
Juorum fivium graiiam fuMicavit, 
& in eafe cmdi mandavit. 



V. 



Some Author reports^ that the Li- 
brary is aow in the Convent of Ja-- 
eobines m that City, with this lu- 
fcription upon the Gate, j 

IndeK tunudi Cmli Calcaguini^ 
qui ibidem voluit fipeiifiy ubifim- 
fer vixff. 

There ore three &ie Libraries in 

ft. 

Bakgna. 

The ^x& is that of the Mona^kerp 
of St. MkbaeJo which is well fur- 
nifhed with Books and Paintings^ 

The fecond is that of the Church 

of St. Lawrence, w'here there ia a 

i^r^ Store (Sf !*ki»j!Ccrrgi^^ 
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■ * 

The third is thc©^«i/»/VtfW,whcrc, 
wc arc told, is to be fecn the Ten-^ 
tateuch wrote by Efdras, after the 
Deftruftion of the fecond Temple, 
according to the Notion of the Jews. 

TiJfardifMs us, in \:as -Hebrew 
Grammar, that he had often feen it, 
and that it is in a very beautifalCha* 
rader upon one long Skin : But 
Hottinger proves clearly that this 
Manufcript was never Efdras% 

Ac Nicies 9 the lDhminicans\me 
a fine Library, where the Works of 
Vrntajfus are depofited, of which 
ills Daughter Eugenia made an Offer- 
ing to perpetuate the Memory c^ 
her illuftrious Fatheir. 

The Library call'd St. Amhofe^t 
at MiiaUy was founded by Cardinal 
Frederick Borromeo ; it condfls of 
above Ten Thouland Manufcripts, 
colle^ed by ^»//&oin^ Oggiat t •* K\nS^ 
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feme aflfure us^ it was angmenred 
with Tinellis ; fo that wc may fay, 
it is not inferior to any we have men^ 
tion'd before : For, it contains forty- 
fix Thoufand Volumes and twelve 
ThoufandManufcriptSf at leaf!:, that 
was the Computation fome Years a- 
go 5 fincc which it has received great 
Improvements. It is for the Ufe of 
the Fublick, any one having a Right 
to confult it on certain Days of tlic 
Week. There is a Librarian who 
is allowed a Deputy, and whofe Office 
it is to hand fuch Books as are want* 
cd, and to wipe ofFtheDuft : There 
i$ a. Servant conftantly attending^ 
there is Paper and ail other Conve- 
niencies for Strangers that would take 
Kotest or make Extra^ls. There is 
a Fund for the Maintenance of fix 
Perfons of Learning, but the Num* 
her has Seen lately reduced to four ; 



w 
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oiic is to tranflate Greeks the othet 
CO teach Hebrew j the third Ara-- 
hic^ and the fourth to make a CoU 
leftion of whatever is valuable ia 
Authors. 

SigQor Sept alia has a fine Library 
of above 7000 Volumes, ranged to 
the greateft Advantage, 

The Library of the Dukes of Man^ 
tua might be placed in the rank of 
the moft curious in the World 5 it 
fuffer'd indeed exceedingly during 
the War that, broke out in Italy in 
1 70 1 . It may not however be imprO'* 
per to give fome Account of it be- 
fore that Period. Amongft other 
Pieces of Antjfquity, there was a 
brafs Table with a great Number of 
Egyptian Cyphers, or Hierogly* 
phicks, and the Figures of OJyrisy 
Orusy AnubiSy and Afis : U ^k-^ 
foj-aiejdy Cardinal jBewW^ ^"^^ 
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4>ought it from a Farrier, upon the 
taking and facking of Rome by 
Charles V. It fell afterwards, by 
Chance, into the Hands of the Dukes 
of Mantua. It contains likewife 
t great many ftrange Figures^ un« 
der which are veil'd the Religion 
andWorfhip of the Egyptians ;^hidi 
the UztntATigriorius has very well 
decypher'd in the Explication he has 
given us of that Table, which he 
believes to be the holy Table of fome 
Temple of IJtSy at Rome^ where 
diey laid the Offerings made to thac 
Goddefs. 

The Great EKike's Library at jF7d« 
Plenty contain? every thing that i$ 
brilliant, cutious, or fapcfb. It a- 
bounds^ with a prodigiotos Number 
of the moft valtiablcBooks and Ma- 
w^ripts Jtti aU the learned Laffgua- 



i 
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Statues, Medals, Buftos, and other 

» 

Monuments of Antiquity, are with- 
out Number : To enter upon a com- 
pleat Defcription or Hiftory of this 
Library and Mufeum^ would be 

Task enough for the ableft Fen s and 
aa I never had any other Intentioa 
in this Eflay, than to give a fumma«^ 
ry View of the femous Libraries of 
the World, fo I think it enough to 
fay of that of the late Grand Duke's 
Colledion, that if it be not the 
firfb it may juftJy claim the fbcond 
Place of all the CoUedions that eyer 
Were, or perhaps ever will be* I; 
. had almoft forgot the facred Depoitr 
turn which is kept in the Chapf:!; 
of the Court r it. is the Gofpel of 
St. John^ wiiich is reputed to have 
been wrote by hia own Hand. / > 
What the Sate of thisLibraar^ k:t\d 
JiA^Si»» will Ije is-i«fttxM^xi>^^^ 
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being great Difputes about them, be- 
tween the Court of Spain and the 
prefcnt Grand Duke. 

There are two other Libraries in 
that City, one of which was found-* 
cd in St. Lawrence's Church by 
Pope Clement VII. of the Houfc of 
MediciSi and is furnifli*d with a great 
many Hebrew^ Greeks and Latin 
Manufcripts. 

The other was founded by Co/mo 
de Medicis^ in the Church of St. 
Marky belonging to the Jacohines^ 

There is a very considerable Li- 
brary at TPifay which we are told 
has be«n augmented with 8000 Vo- 
luihes that Aldus Manutius be- 
queathed to the Academy. 

Siena has a beautiful CoIledioA 
of valuable Books. 
. The Library of the King of Sar^ 
dinid at Turim is \ct^ 4vi;n.o\x^> ^rdL 



c 147 ] ■' 

cfpccially for the Manufcripts of the 
famous ^eter LigariuSj mentioned 
before, who made Defigns of all the 
Antiquities of Ita/j. 

The Libraries of the Jacobines 
and Minorites at Genoa^ are very 
curious and well furnifhed. 

Pope Nicholas V. founded a Li- 
brary at Rotne^ confifting of fix 
Thoufand of the fcarceft and moft 
valuable Books. Some tell us it was 
form'd by Sixtus ^intus, which 
may give room to conjedlure, that 
that of ?opt Nicholas's was in fomc 
other Place- It is true, indeed, that 
the Books of the Library were difpcr- 
fed in the Pontificate of Calixtus IIL 
who fucceeded Pope Nicholas y but 
it was re-eft ablifhed by Sixtus W. 
Clement VII. LeolH. and Martin V. 
Jt was almoft entirely deftroy'd by 
the Army of Charles V* >^tA^x ^5:csSk 
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Command of the Conftable ofBouf- 
ban and Thilbert Prince of Orangey 
upon the taking of Rome^ before the 

Pontificate of Sixtus ^intus. 

But that Pope who was a great Pa- 
tron to Letters, and a 'Man of con- 
fummate Learning, not only reftorcd 
the Library to its former Luftre, but 
augmented it with a great Number 
of Books and excellent Manufcripts. 
It was not founded at the Vatican 
by Nicholas V. but removed to that 
Place by Sixtus IV. and afterwards 
to Avignon^ with the Holy Sec, by 
Clement V. and from thence carried" 
back, in the Pontificate of Martin V. 
to the Vatican, where it reniains. 

It is generally acknowledged, that 
it is not a little indebted, for its 
Magnificenccj to the Eledtor T^ala-' 
tineh Library, the Remainder of 
which was fcnt to Romtx^ augment 
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the Vatican; after Count Tilfy had 
taken Heidelberg^ m the Year 162 a. 
But fome .are of Opinion, and in« 
deed their Conjedhires feem to be 
Well founded, that TaHl% who was 
then Pope^ had but 'a yeiy fmall 
part of the Talatine Library, and 
that a very indifferent one too^ the 
moft valuable Works having been 
tarried off by feVeral Perfon% parti* 
'cularly the Duke of Bavaria. But 
to proceed j the Vatican Library 
f which Baranius compares to a Net 
that receives bad Fifh as well as the 
good) is divided into three Birts: 
The firft is publick, and every one 
has Liberty of coiiftilting it> for the 
fpace of two Bours, upon certain 
Days. The fecond Part is kept with 
more Privacy, and the third is only 
to be fecn by fome particular Per- 
fans> and may be c^V^<ii> \ti Sskc^ 
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meafurc,* the Sanduary of the 7^ 
tican Library. 

Sixtus V; enriched it very much, 
having FiirniChed it with fuch a Num- 
ber of Books, that it may, in a man- 
ner, be'called his own. It was paint* 
ed by his Authority, within and with- 
out^by the ableft Painters of his Time : 
All the Sciences and Virtues are repre- 
fentcd without, under emblemticalFi- 
gurcs; and within there are> Firft, all 

the AiSions of his Life : Sec9ndly,aU 

the Councils from the firft Nicene, 

to that of Trent 5 and, underneath' 

are Vtry curious Infcriptions> con* 

taining in a few Words the Names 

of the Popes and Emperors, under 

whom each Council was held, with 

a Summary of their Decrees and 

Tranfadions: Thirdly, all the fa* 

J^pus Libraries of the World, re^jrc- 

5 fe^^^ 
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fcnted by painted Books: And un- 
derneath each, there is an Infcription 
denoting the Order of the Time of 
Founding : Jn the Fourth and laft 
Place, there are eight Columns with 
the Portraits of all thofe that were 
moft diftinguifhed for their Know- 
ledge, Induftry, and Inventions, in 
the Improvement, of Learning, 

Adam IS rcprefented upon the firft 
of thofe Columns with this Infcrip- 
tion ; 

Adam divinitus edo£ius, primus 
fcientiarum & litterarum inventor. 

• That is, Adam being infpired by 
God, was the fifft Inventor of Let^ 
tcrs and Sciences. 

Seth is reprcfented upon the fe- 
cond Column, with his Children 1 
underneath arc ihcfe ^N Qt^^ 



Y\Vu 



FilHSeth cotufrmis duahisrertati 
celejiium difiiplinam infer ipfirunt^ 

The Sons of Seth wrote the Know- 
ledge of things celeftial upon two 
Columns. Abraham is reprefented 
with thefe Words underneath \ 

Abraham Syrias @ Chaldaicas 
titteras invenit. 

Abraham invented the Syriac and 
Chaldean , Lcttexs. Thcrfc wc fee 
Mofes with this Infcription j ; 

Mofes antiquas litter as Hebrai- 
cas invenit. 

Mofes invented the ancient He- 
.^r^tc^ Letters 5 and after him, Efdras 
the Prieft, who was Scribe of the 
People, with thefe Words ; 

Efdras nOfUai Hebr^rum UttfrOf 

inveniti /. . 

• E[dras 
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Efdras invented the new Hebrew 
Letters. 

The third Column has four Fi- 
gures, the firft of which is that of 
Mercurius Triffnegiftus\ with thefe 
Words J 

Mercurius Trifmegiftus Theolo-- 
gus J£.gyptus facras litter as coth 
firipjtt. 

The Second is that of the Mgipti^ 
an Hercules^ with this Infcription \ 

Hercules JEgyptus Thrygias lit- 
ter as confer ij> fit. 

Tlie Third is that of Memnofh in 
thefe Terms 5 

Memnon Thoroneo aqualis lit" 
teras Mgyptias iwimit . 



tccA. 
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And the Fourth is that of IJis 
Queen of ^gypt^ with this Infcrip- 
tion 5 

XJis Regina Mgyptiarum litUra- 
rum inventrix. 

* On the Fourth Column are reprc- 
fcnted the following Figures ; i . That 
of PAflr»/A;,with thcfc Words under- 
neath 5 

Thenix litteras Thotnicifms tra- 
didiu 

2. That of Cadmus, his Brother, 
with this Infcription 5 

Cadmus frater ^hmms litteras 
fexdeciminGraciam intulit. 

Which Letters are reprefcnted un- 
derneath. 3.. That of lims of 

Thebes^ 
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Thebes y under which is this Infcrip 

tion $ 

Linus Thebanus Qracarum lit- 
terarum inventor. 

4. That of Cecropsl^iti^ of Athens^ 
with thcfe Words j 

Cecrops primus At henienJiumRe^^ 
Gr£carum litter arum AuEior. 

It is reported that Talamedes in- 
vented four afterwards, and Simoni- 
des four more, which made four 
and twenty, the Number of Letters 
in the Greek Alphabet : But Vliny 
would pcrfuade us, that Ariftotle 
had fome where, in his Writings, 
declared that the ancient Grecians 
had but eighteen Letters, to whicl^ 

Epicharmus added t^ff o « 
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The Fifth Column has the Images 
of Tythagoras, EpicharmuSy Si-- 
monidesy and TalamedeSy with In- 
fcriptions intimating their great Abi- 
lities and Inventions. 

Nicojirata is reprefented upon the 
Sixth, with thcfe Words j 

Nicojirata Carmenta litterarum 
latinarum inventrix : 

And thole are there defcribed to be 
A/B, C, D, E, G, I, K, L, M, 
N, O, P, Q, R, S, T, V. 

Her Son Ev/mder follows her 
with thefe Words J 

Evander Carment£ fituxt Alwri' 
geites litter as docitit, 

Tlien *Defnorathus the Cormtbi' 
«», with thcfe Words J 

He* 
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Hetfurnfum Litter arum Authofl 

ThcA the Emperof Claudius y un-* 
dcr whom there is writterif 

Claudius Jm^ei^tfi^ tfis nwas 
Litteras adinvenit. 

But there is an F; at the Top, with 

diefe Words 5 

■ '' ^> 

ReUqua du£ obliteratafunt. 

Hovever, meationts madeof th^c 
Letter in Cicero^ wte JivfBfl h^f^^^ 
Claudius s for which Reafon, I am in 
feme Doiibt whether he can H^ly 
\jc caird the Inventor. 

The Seventh Column has the Fi- 
gan of &« John Chryfiftamy with 
tbefe Words miderneath ; 
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Liter arum Armenicarum inventor. 

Then St. Jerome's with this In- 
faiption ; 

Literarum lUyrkatum inventor. 

Afterwards that of Ulphias the 
Gothic W\0^y and underneath s 

Gothorum Litteras adin^venit. 

On the eighth Colamn there is tht 
Image of Jefus Christ with thefe 
^Words underneath j 

Je/its Chriflus Cakfiis *DoSirma 
'^ Author. • 

After that, the Pope's Effigies un- 
derneath j 

GbTtJkV 
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Chrijti Vicar ins. 
Then the Emperor's with thcfc 



words y 



Eccleji£ T)efenfoir. 



This Library has a vaft Number 
of fcarce and ancient Writings j a- 
liiongfl: others, two Copies of Plr^ 
giU of above a Thoufand Years old j 
they are upon Parchment, as is like* 
wife a Copy of Terencey wrote in 
the Time of Alexander Sever us y and 
by his Command. It was once ia 
the Poireffion of Cardinal Bembo^ 
and came afterwards into the Hands 
of Fulvius Urjmus s and was at laft 
depofited in the Vatican Library, in 
the fame Place where we fee the 
Ads of the Apoftles in Gold Let- 

ters. This Manufcri^t ^^^ ^^>»s&. 
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in a Cover adorned with Gold and 
precious Stones, when one of the 
Queens of Cyprus gave it to Pope 
Alexander VIII. But the Soldiers of 
Charles V. dripped it of every thing 
that could be fold, upon their lack- 
ing the City. As for the Manufcript, 
it- was but of little Efteem in their 
Eyes. There is likewife a very an* 
cicnt Greek Bible j Tetrarchh Epi- 
grams writ with his own Hand » the 
Works of Thomas Aquinas^ turned 
into Greek by one ^imetrius Cy^ 
donius of Theffalonicai a Copy of 
the Volume which the ^erjians have 
ftiade of Lockmafi% Pablcs, whom 
M. Huet proves With gfeat Erudi- 
tion, in his Original of Romances, 
to have been the fame Perfon witli 
Mfop. Here ate likewife the firft 
Copies of TacHus^ Works, which 
<r^rc not difcover'd 'till the jPoniffi- 
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tate of Leo X to l^rhofc L^wli* 
fy the World is inddbtcd for them $ 
thoflgh the Emperor Tatitus tooJt 
extraordinary Paite 6> prevttit tbcte 
frbrnftUiriginto Obfcttftty^ 46^^ 
upon hiittfelf to be def^ended frdm 
the fame Family. The firA»5tephe 
took for that End, Urai to have Co-- 
pics of them in all the Libraries of 
thtEnhpire : But thAt was no^-endugh t 
for, to keep their MettwSiry frefhi^ 
find to tempt People tio^ 'read them> 
he ordered Ten Copies to be made 
fcvery Year, and to ^' placed in the 
libraries: j^t in fpiiid df all thofe 
£5i:^dient8» T^itus was buried in 
ObSivion for fevetal Ages, Which,, 
indeed, was the Fate of fehireral other 
celebrated Authors. 

Be(kks the extraotdin^ry Numbdr 
<£ excellent ^o6ks Whkh adorn the 



Hhoui^xl c?^fla)jifegipt5^ of yj^Wk 
4ngehis dei Rhicca hasptibliftftd a 
Cajt^lqgue. rThere arc two fine Mar- 
ble TaWf s with twp;Iafcriptions in 
Cold Letters : :In QQcdf them there 
if* gencralProhibitiofiagaii^ 
ifi^l^ tearing ;any Book in t^e Li- 
iM'aiy, un^pr Pain ©f AnathetnOj 
^?^ch is not tQ be t^ken olF but by 
f }ie Pope* The ofher contains the 
^bftance pf cvcry^ thing [that was 
t«flnfa(a€4 by Sixths ^i^ptus, in 
Pavour of this famous Library. 

It is :the Opinion pf ,fi)inc, that 
Ckmiia 1 VIII. augmented it ver^ 
niuch, as wdl with pr^ated Books 
as Manufcrifits, through. the A flift- 
ance and Care of Fulvius Urfinus i 
that ^aul V. enriched it with the 
:Manufcripts.;of Gardin^l 4ltfnh 
and a Part of the P^4?r/>?^; Library j 
&nd thzi : Urbm IlL had order^ a 
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^cat many Greek Books to bc^rrS- 
.cd from the Gr^^/t Gollegc ^iRomeh 
and to . be depofited in the Vatkft^ 
Library, of which he made Lee Mz 
latus Librarian. 

' • There wcfefeveral other vdlutble: 
Libraries at Rome^ particularly that of 
the late Cardinal Francis Barber iniy 
which has a great Number of Books 
andfcarceJvJ^ufcripis: The former 
are faid to amount to five and twenty 
Thoufand,and the latter to fiveThou* 
land.. Thereare likewife the Libraries 
of the Palace oi Farm fey St. Mary m 
Ara Coelh St^Mary Mimrva^ the 
Augufi'mesy the Fathers of the Ora- 
toryi, the Jefuites, the late Cardinal 
Montaltosy Cardinal Sforza^ thofc 
of the Churches of la, Sapiam^^ 
1(1 Chiefa Nova, San Ifidore, the 
Roman College, Prince Borghejty 
Vimcc Tatnphjli^ the Conftable. Co- 
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ibuMi and fiivcrtl othtti Mneen 
Gfandcesi CardinatS) religiou3^om>> 
mnoities and others } ibme of which 
ar< pablick. 




CHAP, xir.- 
Of tie t.i:B», Ait it^ if Sfim. 

»HE 6rft and moft tttnli- 
I dcfabic Library of Spain 
h that of tbc Efiurial, in 
' theMonafteryof SE.i/neN 
fence, which ¥ililip II. built in Ho- 
nour of that Saint, for theViaorf 
he obtain'd at St. gxintM againft 
the Frenei on St. Lawrence's Dajr. 
The library is !na Place that has 
a great, many Beaiities t6 amufe the 
SKdators. The Gate is of easUent 
- ^ Work- 



Watniaftfhip, and the PaVemcht of 
Marble. The Shelves, where the 
Books lie, make a (hining Figure, be- 
ing ^1 painted with a Variety of 
Colours and Reprelentations> and all 
of IndiaM Wood. The Books arfr 
finely gtltj tfaete are five Kows of 
Dedc^ one t^n anpthfCf ; ditre the 
Books are kept, each Hov is 4ui hoA-^ 
drcklFeet in Length.. There weiee 
Ae fotttixtB of Outlet V. f>^% Ii; 
^Mtf IQ. and Pbi^. lY. -^Gitih. 
afe likcwife fevetal ^ottefe^ one igf 
which reprdent6^ Willi ^«at Bxiii<^ 
ne&, the Courfe of ibc Scars, with; 
ngard to the feveial Poflcioiu of ^ 
Earth. There is a Muliitttde c€ J^*- 
Hufcripts in this Library $ am<»igftf 
others, the l^ginalof Su JugufiM^ 
Book upon Bs^ifm : And indlsed 
ibme are of Opinion that ^ <>rigi«^ 
aals »f all his Wdtks ftre thtit; 
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Philip II. having purchafed t!hem 
From the Pcrfon to whole Lot they 
fell in the Plunder of the Library 
of Mtdey Cydawy King of Fe;si and 
Morocco^ where ths: Spaniards took 
the Fortrefs of Car ache ^ where the 
Library (hen was. This v^c \ affirm 
upon the Veracity of ^eter^avith 
in his Genealogy of the Kingis of 
Morocco y where he feys. This Li- 
j;tary contaib'd aboVd four Tixoo&nd 

jdralfic Vdlunies> apdn^^aridm Saib* 
^ftSts, which were carriaj ttj^iP^f/x 
to be fold 5 but the People tiie^e 
having, no Tafte for that Language, 
they were iafterwards tranfpcfftcd to 
Madfidy where T^hilip H. purchafed 
them for his Libtary at the Efcurial, 
Somt indeed are very pofitive, there 
werie feven.Thoufand Volumes, all 
Arabic : But there is Reafi>n to. call 
that ia qucilitm. However, > cer-* 
'■•'■'■:■ " tain 
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tain Aiithox reports, xltAtCharles^ . 
W^ oflFcr'd fifty, Thoufand Crowns 
for all the Books of his Library, where 
is to be feen, amongft feveral other 
Curiofities, Jerufakm reprefented 
upon .Wood, with great Juftncfs^ as 
it was in oar Savioar's Time ; A$ 
alfo the Portrait of Dm:y0im of 
Auftriai who deftroy'd the Turhfk 
Fleet at Lepanto. 

. There are in this Library neat 
three Thoufand ^r4^/V Manufcript^y 
of which Hettinger has;.^ven us a 
Catalogue. 

There is likewife a great Quanti-* 
ty of Grfek and Latin, Manuicripts. 
InaWiprd, it/is.ojtie of themofl 
funous Libraries in the World. . : ^ 

Some tell us, it was augmented' 
with thofe of Cardinal Sirlet, an 
Archbifhop of Sarj^ajfa^ i and a Sfar 
nijb £mbaflMor> Jbf iwbich k 29 ins: 
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ry madi improved : Put Lightening 
caused by Thunder, confuai'd the 
grcated: part of it, about the Year 
1670. 

There uras^ ibiQiefl^y a very mssg^ 
fiificaeac U^pmry in the City of Cor^ 
dulw^ faoBided i^ thb M^n^f with a 
fonocis Academy, ^^eiie all diie SdU 
oi^e^ were taught m^4fA^^ 
plundered by the Spaniards ^ vrhen 
Ferdimnio diaied the Mp^ps but 
of ^fain^ mhfscm they -reigned aboye 
Sk Httodtsd Years, 

Ferdinando Columbus, $on to 
Chfifiofhif Qfikmhvs^ \rho &ft dif- 
cmfLi^ AftUfici^^ feoaded a very 
ooufiderabk liiMary, tbim^h the 
Affiftaboe aad Care of iftie celdira-^ 
tbd Qenmi. 

Fei^dnuuuk Mmius^ who is re- 
pOBiBd m h»M^ ^eea th« firft ^ac^ 
fiaqgk iriierA ii^ ^pim% landed a 
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lar^ and curious Library, m wfileh 
wore a great Number of ^eek Ma* 
tttt&ripcsy pundiafed at a dedr rate 
in Italf ; whence ht went wSfam^ 
9nd taught Grfek and £«^f /ii at jI!^ 
cala de HcneteSy 2jbA afterv^ida at 
Salamanca^ and left his Library to 
the Univcrfity of that City. . , 

Spain may juftly boaft of the* 
.Great and Magnificent Library of 
Cardinal Jif#i«^;^^x> ixJic^a^ xatvi-^ 
tion*d» before 4: where hp Kfcewiife 
founded an UniverHty that is become 
^ery iivnoua amongft the Learned:: 
Tlie WiMU is imkbted to the Care 
«nd Munificence of thac extraordi- 
uaiy Petfon, for the Vctfion of thfe 
Bible : known by die Name of the 

To conchi4e ^s Chapter €i the 
-^Sfanifo Libraries, there are ife^eral 
-|N?ivat« IteifoM ini&aC«QSkXt^%^^ 



C 170 3 
bave foUow'd the Example of that 
famous Cardinal, in ereding fine 
Libraries, as Arias Menianus, 
^teftius Augnfi'mus the learned 
Archbifhop oiTarragonay idicbael 
thumajms and others. 



CHAP. xin. 
■O/^j&tflLiBR ARIES tf/ China. 

|T is very certain, that the 
Spknces ace cultivated e- 
very where, though not 
with the fame Alliduity 
«r Manner, every Nation putfuing 
their own Flan : But there is aoat 
•where Learning is more cheriflied 
tthan in Chi»a j nor can it be other- 
'Wi^c, when wc.QonfiderdiatnoPcr- 
Ssww 
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£^ caabe promoted to »iy Enl4 
ployments, either Civil or Militar/^ 
witliout a profound Skill in the Sci^^ 
ences : So that the People sure obli«* 
ged to be very diligent in their Stu^ 
dies^ if they propofe to make an/ 
Figure in the World : But it is not 
enough to have the Reputation of 
being learned in that Country; foif 
every one that is a Candidate for any> 
Dignity or Honours, muft undergo^ 
three fevere£xamination$ anfwerable 
tO' our three Degrees of. Batchelcn*, 
Licentiate, andDodon 

. That being the Conftimtion of 
Gbma, it will be neceflary to ob«^ 
ferve^ . then, that the Chinefe Alpha-^ 
bet is fo formed as to give much 
more Occafion for Writing than 
Speakif^} for it contains a very 
great Number of Letters, that i% 
simoft as many Chaitaj0i^t!&> o^ ^v-» 
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gttiTs,^ as thtrr aie things ill t^ 
Workii after the maimer of dis Jr 
gyftians } and in regard theProdon^ 
ci^Cign of each Letter differs an. all 
t^.Piloifinces of that vaft Cmpirci 
die People ieUom undcrftand ^one 
leother 5 for: Wlxich Reafdn the)L 
Ihave ttocfmh to Wiking^ in ontec 
to i)Q nfnderftood, the Ci»rad3ers b&» 
Ing.Qverjr where irlie fame, fie^deir 
m Hatty haiae AifismfaiieSt aad< cbnib^ 
qdeotly all fom cf {mblicfcDi&oari^ 
i^, laa Haraikguesi Faiieg;$idieks> Fu<<»' 
neral Orations^ axakl otJMt Bieees «l 

^Joifi^ncie/i whkb arepi:Q|>er fotf a 
great' Concotirfti of ^iFci^c4 jmiid 
aU AiIembUe)s art. prohU^itcid, ,hik 
natural to tbmk thby are tfaieiiidte 
itidoAriouB in improvihg the £lo^ 
qoence of Writingi if we ma^ be. 
^w'd the Expfeifion, as (h^t ictf 
i^e^Iuag in Fublick c«x be of nt> Ufe. 

■ :. to 
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to them, for the JRcafori I have now 
mcntion'd : And what may confirm 
us in this is, that Printing was in nCt 
amorigft thc^Chinefcy many Ages be> 
fore wc had any Knowledge of it in 
Europe : Hence will afifc thefe thfte 
Inferences ; Fitft> that there muft be 
an infinite Number of Books and 
Writings in Chma^ and, cohfeqiient^ 
ly> that People of Cdodition muft 
have made large Gollc6liori5w. - 

Accordingly, Hiftorians rclat*,, 
that about two Hundred Years be^ 
fore the Incarnation^ Qhingiusj oi: 
Xius^ King of Chimy ordered all the 
Books in the Kingdom (of whidh 
there was almoft an infinite Number) 
to be burnt, except tho& treating of 
Phyfick, Agriculmrc, and.Ai^iaryi 
imagthiilg that he could by thai Sttrpi 
extingilifh^ the Remembratide of all 
thofe whowerebefbr«hi3tiii^and con- 

Q^ J ftx\iieoxl\ 
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fequemly; that Foftcrky would have 
no odicr Subjcfl 6f Difcoarfc bul 
tumftlfc 

: His Commands were not, how- 
€ver» fo fkriS&y purfucad, but that the 
Works of MentmSj Confucius^ ge- 
sitrally caUedthciSWriir^^of China% 
tad" feveral others, were preferv'd 
by the Management of a Woman 
^fao pafted the Leaves of each Book 
upon Walls, where they cominued 
'till after that Tyrant*$ Death. 
- 'Tis for this Reafon, that thofe 
Works are efteemM the moflr anei-* 
tstsx iof Chhui^ e^iecially^ Cai^aus^ 
for whom tke People have a ^Bgnlat 
Venei^itian. H& idfc mne Books^ 
aoe, asitwore, t^BeiFountJaiii 
Source of /vatAM:^ 
fim^:a{)Ff«arUtli jQ^i»^^^ which 
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port of 5P. Tfigaulf) who was con- 
verted to Ghriftianity, cmploy'd no 
lefs than four Days in burning his 
BodkS) that he might have nothing 
in his Poflcflion that favoured of the 
Chinefe Superftition. 
• Spizeliusj in his Book 2)f re 
Litter arid Smenfium^ tells us, there 
i^ a Library upon the Mountain calFd 
iL/^««w,- of above thirty Thoui 
fand Volumes, all compofcd by G^'i 
nefe Authors, ahd not many lefs in 
the Temple of Venchung^ near the 
Royal School. 

Martin de Hereda aflures.us, he 
few vety great Libraries i6 thcPrbi^ 
vkice of OchiafHf and that he pur- 
chafed many (^ them, which he 
fent to Europe y and that k^ would 
have purchafed a greater Number, 
had hdnot been prevented by the 
Governor of the PtoVvtic^ ^V^ ^^^ 
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Dot think it expedient to fuffer the 
Chintfe Learning to pafs to ftrange 
Countries, left the Secrets of the 
Empire ihould thereby happen to be 
revealed. 

There are a great many iSne Li- 
braries in Japan I for we are in- 
formed, by various Relations, that 
there is a magnificent Temple in the 
City of J^arad^ which is dedicated 
to Xaca^ the Sage^ the Prophet and 
Legiflator of the Country 5 near 
whichTemple ^^Bqnz^es^ or Priefts, 
have their Apartments, one of which 
i$ fuppprted by 24 Columns, and 
contains a Library fo crowded with 
Books from top to bottom, that tfaiey 
fcrvc for Shutters to the Windows. 

■ • • > ' ■ • 1 

( » ^ . . . - . . ... i \. - .' , , , 
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; CHAP, iiv.; '^ 

(jUT all thisi»vay incon- 

fiderable, when it h plft- 
' cfd ill oppodiioh to the 
' llibrary which is report- 
ed to be depofttediti the Monaftei- 
fy of the HoJy Crois upon ' 'Mount 
'Amara in 'Ethiopia. ■ ^ 

" HiftOry informs u^ ^tjfnThonf 
Brieas and L^wfenceoi CreraaAai 
Verc lent by Ghgory iXilli into thar 
Kingdom, to ice -thaffamo/ns Col-'' 
k£Hon, which is divided into Artie 
Parts, containir^ togtthcrf ten HiiiU 
tions and an hundred ThoufaodYo.; 
Varok&f all wrote uj^ix &Ee.^i^u<^-^ 
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iijcnt, and kept in fdk Cafcj. Wc 
are told bdideS) that it owes its Ori* 
ginal to the Queen of SJi^^a^ who 
viitted Solomon^ from whop (he re- 
ceived a' JPrefent of a great many 
B€k>ks,^ pafticularljr thoie of Em^h 
upon the Elements, and other Phi-* 
Ibfophical Subjedte, with* thofe of 
Noai^, upon Mathematical Topicks 
^nd facred Rites, and thofe which^ 
Abraham compofcd in the Va.llcy of 
MemrUy where he taught Philofb-^ 
phy to thofe wo aififted him in con« 
quering the Five Kings who had ta- 
ken his Nephew Lot Prifoncr, and 
fikewife thpfe of Job and others^ 
Vhich fQiue afiurf; us, are to be feen 
ijQ that Library with the Books of 
Efdras, the Sybils, the Prophctsi 
and the High Priefts of the Jewi 
be£dcs ifoch as ax& Cu^i^Cedi to 
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have been yito^c by that Qpeen an4 
her Son Memilechf whom ihc is re- 
ported to have had by Sphtnon. . 

. But to me the whole feems iricre« 
dible, tho\i^ we have no \t& Au-* 
^ority for it than that of Kircher^ 
AU that can be affirm'd o£ the Ethy-* 
apians is> that they have but little 
Regard for prophane Learning ; and,^ 
confequently, that they ha^e but 
few Greek or Latin Books that treat 
of Philofophical or Hiftorical Sub^ 
jcds; for they apply themfelvcs en-^ 
4jircly to fiicred Literature, which 
was firft extrajftod from Greek Book^ 
that were afterwards tranflated into 
their own Language. They are Schif- 
maticks and Followers of Eut/cbes 
and Neftorius. > 

We can fay muchlefs of the pre* 
ieht Generation of ^o^umK ^^^ 
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^ttltivate iieidier facitd nor prophaii^ 

Lcariving 5 but'in forincr Ages, that 

is, aboueth^ tenth Gen t«ry no P«h 

pie ill the World were mote induftri* 

eus in promoting Letters, efpocially 

ill the JLeign of \Almanx0r : Fcnrj 

at that Time, or food aftensi^rds^ 

f]iaie txras a great ]^tiinber of excd-^ 

lent Scholars in ArMbia : Amongft 

others^ the £unoas Amceny whom 

the Academies o£jS^if;ir have taken 

for a King of Granada^ imd wh<» 

iirder^d all the Book^ cpncerning die 

Doftrine of the ArabtanSy to be di* 

£eftcd and compiled under his Name) 

«is Jmftimm did with thofe 6f the 

Mman Law6# Avernes^ who pafles 

with ibfue Authors for the Genitis 

of Arijiotle^ and whofe Doftriiife 

4ias been admired even by^^ons^ 

'i£: wp mvi <^vc CfttdAl x^ .Qarltfm^ 

AV 
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AUfumazary Albategnius, Alphrd- 
ganus, all cekbrated Aftronomers ; 
to the firft is attributed the Inventi- 
on of the great Conjundions. Ge^ 
bery who is fuppofed to have firft 
difcover'd the Errors and Miftakcs 
of the * Almagefty Alpharabiusy 
Rafisy and feveral others, of whom 
we are told Things fcarcely credible; 
but this muft be allowed, that their 
Works have been highly ufeful to 
the Commonwealth of Learning. 
. It is certain that Ignorance had 
taken Poffcffion of Arabia before 
Mahomefs Time, and that after his 
Death, there appeared fuddenly a 
prodigious Niimber of Commenta- 
ries and Writings (all different) up- 
on the Books and Aflions of that 
falfe. Prophet. \ 

• A Book fo called, wrote by Ptohmey. 
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The Prince who then governed the 
Mahometans^ obferving fucfa a Num- 
ber of )arring Opinions and Senti- 
ments upon the fame Subjed, com* 
ihanded all xhitAlfhaqueSyOc Dodx)rs 
of the Law> to meet at ^amafcuH 
in order to examine what was fit to 
be fapprefe'd^ and what to be pre- 
fcrvxt^ 

The Doctors being alSembted, and 
the Books laid before them being fa 
numcrooSy that no lefs than two 
Hundred Mules wo-e employ'd in 
the Carriage, it was thought proper 
to feled lix Do<5tors out of the wliote 
Number, who afterwards compofed 
the Zuna ; that is, the Book of the 
Aftions and Words of Mahomet. 

After this, the King eftabliihcd 
that Book as the Rule of Faith a« 
mongil theoi>4nd commanded^ll the 

1 t^^ 
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reft fiiould be thrown into the River, 
which was accordingly executed. 

But the Calif h Almamon was the 
firft who introduced the Sciences a- 
mbngft the Arabians : To effe£t 
which he gave out^ that he had feen 
a Phantom in a' Dream, under the 
Figure or Appearance of Ariftetley 
who had ordered him to fend to 
Grecice, and td the Latins^ to feiarch 
after Books as t^auch as poflible, in 
order to ;leAm Wifdom ; that is, ^the 
K^owle^ge of Things 1>iviae and 
H5iH»aP, of Wjhieh the ancient Gre- 
cians were fuch emineat Matters. 

Almamon was very «xa6t in ob- 
ijerying thofe Directions ; for after he 
had vanquiflied Michael HI. Empe- 
ror of Conft^nttnapk^ in Battle, and 
compeliy him to fubmit to hard 
Terms of Peace, he i?i\©fts:4 xSaasA^ 

B^ 2 ^o>^^ 



\ 
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fliould have Liberty to take what 
Books he thought proper, in all Parts 
of the Empire, and to fend them to 
his own Country. 

Accordingly, the Cii//)^^ cmploy''d 
proper Perfons for that End, who 
brought home a great Number of 
Books> and tranflaced them into A- 

tabic. ' 

• King Manzor was not lefs affidu- 
ous in cultivating Letters in Arabia, 
to which we muft attribute the great 
Number of learned Perfons in his 
Reign, who have left us many Works 
of Erudition* 

That Great Prince foundcdSchooIs 
and Publick Libraries at Morroccoy 
where the Arabians boaft is the firil 
Copy of the Juftinian Code. 

We are informed hyEupennas^thzt 
the Library of Fez confifts of thirty* 

two 



two Thoufand Volumes 5 and fomcr 
affirm that all the Books of Livjr 
are in the fame Place, with thofe 
of Pappus of Alexandria^ the great 
Mathematician, thofe of Hippocra^ 
iesj Galen ^ and fcveral other cele- 
brated Authors, whofe Works are 
not handed ta us entire. 

According to the Relation of fomc 
Travellers, there is, at Gaza^ another 
famous Library of ancient Books^ 
in moft of which are the Figures of 
Animals, and Cyphers, after theman** 
ner of the Egyptians ^ which makes 
it prefumed that they are fome Re- 
mains of the Alexandrian Library. 

There is a Library at T^amafcus^ 
where Francis Rofa of Ravenna^ 
found the myftical Philofophy of 
Atiftotle in Araiicy which he af- 
terwards publiflieA 

R 5 Andre'iA 
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Aki^ew Mcntgay the Phyficiat)^ 
ttaveil'd to the fame Place with nc^ 
ether View diaa to corre£k iuch o£ 
>fwm's Bodb> as arc come to our 
HandS^y froia the Copies which are' 
Mported to be in that I^ibirary. I 
bave read feme where, that ia the 
Year i6i©, a Native of MarfeilUp 
iMul Q^ried tbe King of MorpecQ's 
Lihr^i^of Sooo Volumes to the then; 
KJyBig of Spain j but I believe it was 
^t of Muley Cjt4iM>^ which we 
iQtiaybkui^d before 
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CHAP. XV. 

9^ tJie JVbhometan aiui Chriilian 
L IBR.ARI £s itt Turkey. 

JH E R E are three Libraries 
at ConftantiHoj>le. The 
lirft is that of Cmflantine' 
the Great t at leaft, it is 
&|>pored to be fa; Tiierc we fee a 
great many Manufcriptsnpon Parch- 
ment, amongft the reft^ the 0\iSi 
and NewTeftamentyembellilh'd witifc 
Qold and precious StoneS) in the an- 
tique Talte- 

The fecond is foe the Ule of all 

SLanksofPeoplcwithoutDiftin^on;. 

The third, which is at a finall Di- 

fianoc from the Cabinet of the Sut 

tmu. 



tans^ is full of fcarcc Volumes, fine- 
ly embellifh'd, and fo, by way of 
Excellence, it is call'd The Ottoman 
Library. 

If we may believe Baudier, there 
are in that Library one Hundred and 
twenty Books o{Con/lantine\o{prch 
digious Bignefs, being above fix Feet - 
in Breadth and two in Length. He 
t^IIs us befides, that the Leaves are 
of Parchment, and fo artfully drefs'd 
that they feem to be rather Silk than 
Skins; that raoft of th^m arc wrote 
in Gold Letters, particularly the Old 
and Nc w Teftament, and their Bind- 
ing is gilt, after the Manner of the 
Ancients, and enriched with preci- 
ous Stones, adding that the Suitans^ 
fet fo high a Value; upon thefe Books,- 
that no one is fufFcr'd even to touch 
them : For the TrutVi ti \j\vklvl re- 
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fcr my fclf to the Author's Veraci- 
ty : And, indeed, there feems to be 
nothing extriavagant in the Relation r 
But this is certain, that ^eter de Id 
Valla^ a Gentleman of Rome^ af- 
firms in the firft Part of his Itinera^ 
ryy that all the Works of Livy are 
in that Library, and that ihc French 
Ambaflador and himfelf had mana- 
ged the Librarian fo dextroufly, that 
he agreed to fell them for x 0,000 
Crowns 5 but their Endeavours had 
no Effeft, for Livy could not be^ 
found, though they were in fcarcfe 
of him for fevcral Months. 

He tells us likewife, that the late 
Grand Duke of Tufcany had after- 
wards oiFer'd five Thoufand Pieces 
of Eight for Livy 5 but a Fire broke 
out unfortunately in the Seraglio^- 
in 166^, which corvtuTOt^ -^ ^^^^ 



C ^9o 3 
part jof the Palaces aod z\mo& the 
whole Libniiy^ Co daat if Liv^ was 
really there, ?»^ h^ve Toom to ap^ 
prebend be had the fyuss^ f «ie i^hh 
a great many othiv (oc^r^ed Au- 
thorsi^ fvho perifhed in ih^ &m^ 
Flamesa to th^ great PetriixieiM: of 
Learjaiog. 

Thece was m ancient Times, a 
veiy fine library at dieCJty of ^- 
dfiatUm V^rfiOf which was the&e- 
fidenoe of the Magty aocordii^ to 
^e Report of Olearim^ in his Itu- 
nerary. 

La Bauiay le Gout iiKfor ms us, 
that the People of Saffe^ cn^e ufe 
of no awe 6han tixrei^ Books 5 that 
fei the Book of Adam^ that of the 
^Jvany^xid the jlkorjm} and a ccr- 
taia f eiuite tells us, he had Teen a 
iii/nptuous Library at Algms^ of 
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v^fhich the Dcy Ihew'd him fcveral 
Volumes, and arooagft the reft, a 
Thofmis a> Keffipis^ of rhc Imitation 
of Chrift, tranftated into the Turk^ 
//if Language, telling him at the fame 
time, that he eftecnned it mare than 
all the Books of his Religion. But 
the Dcjr had formerly been a Chri- 
ftian. This is all I have been able 
to colled concerning the Libraries 
of the Mahometans and Arabians. 
There is no room to doubt, but there 
were feveral Authors amongft them, 
who either compofed, or tranflatcd 
Books out of Greekj LatiUy or He- 
brew f or fome other Language, mto 
Arabic. They had feveral Schools, 
as well in Afia as in Africa^ and, 
no doubt, the Profcflbrs were Men 
of Letters. 

Cle- 
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Clenard informs us in the jSrft 
Book of his Epiftles, that he found 
in their Country, a Book of Gofpels 
writ in Arabic^ which had been 
tranflated into that Language above 
fix Hundred Years. He fays like- 
wife, that he had feen another tran- 
flated into Arahicj containing the 
fame things we fee in the andent 
Greek Copies, which Erafmus fol- 
lowed and corredted. They likewife 
tranflated fome Writings of Thomas 
Aquinas^ with the Pfalms of T)a- 
-i;/V,which they fing in their Mofques, 
for Mahomet recommended them 
very much : But they are ill tran- 
flated 5 and as to the Books treating 
of the Arts and Sciences, there are 
fcarcely any Footfl:eps of them to be 
feen, for they make no ufe of them 
now, amongfl: the Mahometans \ 
but if there are zxcj &Ldi> xVis^j \svm& 
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4>c People of a tranfceridcnt Genius,^ 
endued with a large Fund of natural 
Parts, and who confeqtiently know- 
ing the Value of fuch Books, read 
and keep them as fo many Jewels* 

But It is very certain, that Igno-' 
ranee is riot more predoniinant, at' 
this Time, amongft xtit Mahotnetan 
Natlbns, than it is amongft the Greek 
Ghriftians, where the Religious Or* 
dcrs, and even the Secular Priefts, 
fddom have any further Extent of 
Learning than to fay their Breviary, 
They are Strangers to the ancient 
Greek J though it was the Language 
of their Fathers, and they are cn^ - 
ioiii*d by their Bifliops from read- 
ing any of the ancient Pagan Au- ' 
thors, a» if it had been a Grime a- 
mongft them to be learned : So that 
they have ho Men of Letters, or fb 
few at leail, that it is not worth 

- ^ S Time 
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Time to lay any thing of them, 
their whole Knowledge being limited 
to the Study of the Ads of the Se- 
ven Synods of Greece^ with the 
Works of St. Bajil, St. Chryfoftom, 
and St. John^amafcenusi nor arc 
there many who proceed even fo far, 
fo much have Ignorance and Sloth 
poflcfe'd that Nation. They have, 
however, L&rarics every where, but 
they confifl: of Manufcripts only, 
Printing not being in ufe amongfl: 
them. They have a Library at Mount 
Athos^ and many others, in which 
there is a prodigious Number. of 
Manufcripts, but few printed Books* 
A certain Traveller who had been a 
Commander of a French ,Ship of 
War afliires us, he faw the Rulnes of 
a City caird ^erifiori, at the Foot 
. of that Mountain, near which the 
Turks have a Fortrcfs, and that the 

Place 
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Place is inhabited by Greeks, who 
have there a Chorch, and that the 
Part of it which is behind the Al- 
tar, is filled withManufcripts, heap'd 
upon one another, without any Or- 
der or Regularity. 

We muft obferve, that thofe Li- 
braries are often vifited by the La-- 
tinsy who, from Time to Timc> 
purchafe Manufcripts at extravagant 
Prices* 

: It has been reported with great 
AfTurance.that St. jfiugufiine'sWovks 
were in a certain Library in the Ifland 
of Rhodes f and that Tlanudes had 
carried them from thence Come Years 
before the taking of Qmfiantinaplc 
by the Infidels. 

But thofe, who would be fo curi- 
ous as to know the Manufcripts 
brought to FrancCy Italy and Get" 

S 2 man'i^ 
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tnany^ with thofe ftill remaining at 
Conjiantinopley in the Hands of pri« 
vatc Pcrfons, and in the Ifle of TaU 
tnos^ and other Iflandsof the^rr>&/^« 
pelagOy in the Monaftery of St. Ba-^ 
fily at Caffa^ formerly called T>&^^- 
dofia in Crim Tartaryy and feveral 
other Places in the Turkifl) Domini- 
ons, muft perufe that excellent Trea- 
tife of Father Pi?^v/«/, called^- 
paratus Sacer^ where the Reader 
will be agreeably entertained^ with 
an Account of thofe Manufcripts : 
But as Printing is now allow'd a- 
mongft the Turks j we haveReafbn 
to believe that their Manufcripts will 
in Time be communicated to the 
learned World 5 and fome have been 
purchafed already by the Royal Aca- 
demy of Sciences at Taris. 
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There were, indeed, a great 
Numbei of Books and Manufcripts 
deftroyed by the Tarfars, in the Je- 
fultes College at Bacciefaray^ in 
the Cr/OT, when the Ruffians invaded 
that Country in 1737. So that they 
Teem to have the Tame Spleen to 
Letters with the c^d Goths, and 
other barbar<Mi3 Nations of the 
Nmh. 
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well with regard to the Choice of 
Books as the Manner of placing them 
to Advantage : Nor is it fufficicnt, 
in this Cafe, to be learned, fince he 
who would have a CoUedtion wor- 
thy of the Name of a Library, muft,^ 
of all things, have a thorough Know- 
ledge of Books, that he may diftirt^ 
guiih Tuch as are valuable from the 
trifling:- He muft likeVife ijri^er- 
ftand tl^e Pfiec of.B(5oks,'othcrwife 
he may. purcfaafeTome'^at'tSdfeTgh a 
Rate, and undervalue others: All 
>^hicl> requites no^fniall judgnaent 
and Experience; : . . . .r 

Let us fdppofe rhen the Founder 
pofTcfe'd of all' thafe^^ Qualifications, 
thefe things fall next under Confi- 
dcration. : ; 

Fir ft, theNumbcr of Books f^ Se- 
condly, their Quaiity,- ana, iaftly, 

3 
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the Order in which they ought to be 
ranged. 

As to the Quantity, Regard muft 
be had, as well to Places as ta Pcr- 
fons s for (hould a Man of a mode^ 
rate Fortune propofe to have a Li- 
brary for his own Ufe only/it would 
be imprudent in liim to embarrais 
his Affairs in order to efied it. Under 
fuch Circumftances he muft rather 
conitder thcU^ukicrsidiih theNum«- 
ber ^f Books i for which we havd 
the Authority c^ ifim^rj, who tells 
us^ that a multitude of Books isinore 
burthenibme than inftrui£|iv€ to the 
Underftanding. 

But if a private Perfon iias Riches 
enough for founding a Library, ais 
well for his own Ufe as for the Pub- 
lick, he oi^ht to furniih it with the 
moft ufeful Volumes in all Arts and 
Sciences, and procure fuch as are 
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fcarceft and moft valuaWe, from all 
Parts, that the Learned, of whom 
there arc fo mahy Claffes, may im- 
ilrud; thcmfclves in what nlay be 
ufeful to them, and may gratify their 
JEnquiries. 

But as the Condition andAbili-i^ 
ties of fuch as would form Libraries 
are to be diftinguifhed^ fo Regard 
muft likewife be had to Places $ for 
it is very difficult to procure, or col- 
led: Books in fome Countries, with- 
out incredible Expenee ; a Deiigiiof 
that kind would be impradicable in 
America^ Africa, and fome Parts of 
\AJia : So that nothing can be deter^ 
mined as to the Nnmber of Books, 
that depending^ entirely upon a 
Variety of Circumftanccs, and the 
JVIeans of procuring them> as has 
been obferv'd before^ 
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As CO the Second Topic, fpccial 
Care muft be taken in the Choice of 
Books ; for upon that alone depends 
the Value of a Library, We muft 
not form a Judgment of Books ci- 
ther by their Bulk, or Number8,^ut 
by their intrinfic Merit and Ufeful- 
fblnels. Alexander Severus^ Li- 
brary confifted of no more than four 
Volumes} that is, the Works of 
^latOy Cicero^ VtrgiU ^nd Horace. 
H^elanchton feems to have imitated 
that Prince ; for his CoUedion a- 
mounted to four Books only, Via* 
tOy Tlinyy Tlutarchy and Ttolomey. 
There is another neceflfary Leflbn 
for thofe who form Defigns of ma- 
king Libraries s that is, that they 
muft difengage themselves from all 
Prejudices with regard either to an- 
cient or modern Books \ for fuch a 
wrong Step often ' precipitates the 

Xud?r 



Judgment, without Scrutiny or Ex- 
amination ; as if Truth and Know- 
ledge were confined to any particu- 
lar Times or Places : The Ancients 
and Moderns fliould be placed in 
CoUediohs, indifferently, provided 
they have thofe Charaders we hinted 
before.* 

JjQt us now proceed to the Third 
Head, the Manner of placing Books 
iu fijch Order, as tha^ they may be 
refprted to upon any Emergency, 
without Diffiici^tyt othcrwife ;tbey 
can produce but little Advantage ei*^ ' 
ther to-the Ownws, or others.. 

The natural Method of placing 
Books aiid Manufcripts, is to ra[age'- 

them in fepatatc eiafles, or AparHr:: 

ments, according to the Science, Art^;: 

or Subjeft, of which they treat. : 

Here it wjU be necefiary to ob^-^ 
ferye^ th^t is fcveral Authors have 

treated 
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treated of various SubjcSs^ it may 
l?c difficult to place them under any 
particular Ciafs ; Tlistarchy for In- 
fiance, who was an Hiftorian, a po- 
litical Writer, and a Philofophcr. . 
The moft adviie2i)leMttl\od then is, . 
ta raxtgc . them under the Head of 
naifcellaneous Authors* with proper 
References to each SubjeA : But this 
will be more intelligible by anEx-- 
ample. 

Soppofc, then, we would kiiow" 
the Names' of the cetebrated Hifto-- 
rians of the Ancients j nothing more ■" 
is lieceflary thkn to infped the Claft 
under which the Hiftorians are pla* 
ced, and fo of other Faculties. By- 
this Management, one Set of mifceU 
laneous Authors will be fufficient, ^ 
and may ^be reformed to with as mucb ^ 
Eafe and Expedition as thofe who have 
confined themfelves to one Sub^edt. 
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" In the Choice of Books Regard 
muft be had to the Edition, Char ader^ 
Paper, and Binding. 

As to the Price, it is difficult~to 
give any pofitive Direftions ; that of 
ordinary Works is eafily known; 
but^as to filches are ytry fcarcc and 
turiods, we can only obferv^, that 
their Price is as uncertain as that of] 
Medals^ or other Monuments of An- 
tiquity, and often depends more up- 

- oa the Capriec of thfe. Buypr^' than 
the intrijaftc Merit of the Work j 
ibme piquing themfelves upon the 
f ofleffion of Things, from no other 
Confideiatio^ than their exorbitant;; 

*. Price. 
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